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Bleſs, O Lord, (Levic's) Smbſtance, and accept the 
work of his Hands. $ mite through the Loyns of them | 
that riſe againſt him, and of them that hate him, 
that they riſe not again. Deut. 33. 11, 
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Imprimatur, 


_ Hic Liber cut Titulus, 


_ A Seaſynable Apology for the Ho- 
*nors and Revenues of the.Clergy, 


Georg.: Hooper Reverenaiſſimo in 
Chriſto Patri ac Domino, Dom. Gil- 
berto Archi Epiſcopo Cant : a Sacyts 


| | Dimeſticis, 


Ex Adibus Lam- 
bethanis Dec. 30, 
1 675. 


LEELIS ASA AL SLALLLAS: 


To the llluftrions his Grace 
James Dake of Ormond, 
&c, ' Lord Steward of his 
AajeitiesHonſhold,Chan- 
cellor of the Unverſities 
of Oxford and Dublin, 

Knight of the moit noble 
Order of theGarter andone 
of his NA ajeities mot Ho- 
nourable Privy-Council, 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 
(= W2 OUR G YACEC'S 
SH =, £$8< & . 
N > ſignal Aﬀectionto 
>= Gy the Clergy (may 
=z— thebleſlng of Hea. 


. venbe upon the Perſox and 
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Family of ſonoble a Patron) 


1s ſufficiently expreſſ'd in 
this ; T hat your ace doth 
receive a Prophet, in the 
aame of a Prophet, 1. e, in 
the name of his Office, and 
for his Office fake, Others 
thereare, who may receive 
him in the name of Learn- 
71g, or inthename of Kzn- 
dred, or in the name of Ho- 
or. wealth,or ſome outward 
Dignity; but to recerve a 
Prophet inthe name of aPro- 
phet, as it is your Grace's no- 
red practice, ſo it hath the 
promiſe of a Propher's (1. e. 
adouble) reward, Which 

thax 
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Dedicatory. 


| that your Grace may receive 


in Glory inthe next World 
(for you have had your ſhare 
of Troubles in ths) is the 
conſtant hearty Prayer of 
your Grace's moſt obliged 
(, haplain; and let all thoſe 
who wiſh well to the Tr:be 
of Levi ſay, Amen. 


The contempt and 79n0- 
miny which 1s caſt upon the 
Perſons of Church-Men 
(and which your Grace hath 


. fo often lamented) 1s cer- 


tainly the Effect of theſe 10 
Cauſes Hatred to their 
A 4 Fn- 


The Epiſtle 


Fadia, and Love to thety Te 
E$ates. : 0] 


For the Firs? :; *T'was His 7 

2-1, late Majeſtie's Obſervation; | t 

$ xvI. That there 13 in all Menan | 

innate Principle of vitious | e 

Oppoſition againſt thoſe that | < 

ſeem to reprove or reſtrain | v 

them, And therefore, when : t 

Men are reſolvedly bent | t| 

| upon the continued practice © t' 

[| of ſome beloved Luſt ; I 

| when ſome plealing foretaſt | / 

of their darling fin hath en- . | 4 

raged them with an infatiate | « 

Thirſt aiter its further and;  r 

if poſſible, compleated en- rx 
- joyment. 
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joyment. When (in the 
I'rophet's Phraſe) they are } 
fed to the full, and aſſemble 
 »cnjelyes by Troops 1n the 
Ha: lots Howes ; as fed 
Horſes 1 the Morning 
every one neighing after ba 
| Nerghbour's IVife : No 
| wonder if they then think 
' themſelves affronted, when 


they ſhall be reminded of 


| the following words: Sha// 
| 1 not viſit for theſe things 
ſaiththe Lord? Shall not my 
Soul be avenged on ſuch 0 
I ation as tha! The ſad- 
neſs of fuch a Meſſage doth 
make the e\Jefengers very 
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unwelcome. whoſe Errand 


muſt expectno better enter- | 
tainment than Maichaia's | 


Propheſy from the King of 


Iſrael. Thate him, for he doth 
not Propheſy good Concerning | 
mee but evil. Or as Elyah's | 
Reproof from Ahab. Haſt 


thou found me O mine Ene- 
my? Thus, we become their 


enemies. becauſe we tellthem 
the Truth. 


But, Secondly, Though 


they hate our Fun@0n, yet 
they love our &ftates; and 


the Reaſon 1s ſuggeſted by | 


$79. Mr. Hooker, Men who | 
as have 
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| | havewaſtfullyeaten out their 

\ own Patrimony, Would be 

\ gladtorepair, if they might, 
their decayed Eſtates, with 

| the ruine they cave not of 

What nor of whom, ſo the ſpoil 
were theirs, 


Mafia. 0. IS. 3B -. + Fora, Me. 


. | . *Tisno wonder therefore 
- | 1fſuch Perſonsbeever quar- 
; rellingwiththe Clergy, that 
. they may have a Tztle to 
their Lands. Either they. 

| are Proud and e Ambitions, 
or Covetous and Sordid, 
Pragmatical, and Content:- 

\ | oas or what not; In ſhort, 
| | Tet but theſe Men be their 
Fudoes, 
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Fudees, and they ſhall never | , 
be mnoceut whuleſt rhey : , 
have any thing worth the _ 
ſeizing, And in this I am 
fully inſtructed by His late | , 
Majeſty. ' [7 


rw © Ie SO ſome |, 
s xlv. * Mens aftions makes it evi 
719% dent; That the main Re- 
© formation intended, is, the 
* abaſing of Fpiſcopacy into * , 
*Presbytery.and the robbing 
* of the Chufch of its Lands 
*and Revenues; For, no 
* Men have beenmoreinju- 
j *riouſly uſed, asto their le- 
iſ *oal Rights, than the Þ- 
þ w ſhops 
ii b 


| Dedicatory. 
' | © ſhops and Church-Men. 


| ©Theſe, asthefatteſt Deer, 


© muſt be deſtroy'd; the o- 
*ther Raſcal Herd of 
*Schiſms, Hereſfies, &c. be- 
*ing lean, may enjoy the 


' ©benefht of a Toleration : 


* Thus A\aboth's Vineyard 
 *made him the only Blaf- 
* phemer of his City, and 
*ft todie. Still I ſee. while 


| ©thebreath of Religionfills 


*the Sails, Profit is the 
*Compaſs, by which Fa- 
* tous Men ſteer their 
* courſe 1nall ſeditious Com- 
© motions, 


That 


Fhe Epiſtle. 
That this was the Judg- 
ment of that incomparable 
Prince, asit is well known 
to your Grace, ſo it may 
ſuthciently appear from 
the following ( ollections, 
Wherein my Reader may 
obſerve - concerning that 
Glorious Martyr ; Hu Pie- 
ty towards God: His (are 
of the ( hurch; His Indul- 
gence toward. his Snbjects ; 
Hz ( harityfor his very Ene- 
mes, : * 


If Prejrdice or AMMalice 
{hall ſill encourage ſome 
Perſons to aſperſe and ca- 

lumniate 


Dedicatory. 

lumniate that Bleſſed Saint 
G Thing not impoſlible ; 
for the Lord of Life was cal- 
led Beelxebnb) | ſhall then 
leave them, to the moreef- 


fectual Conviction of ano- 
ther Day. 


But if this following Diſ- 

courſe ſhall be inthe leaſt in- 
ſtrumental ( by reducing 
him to a more ſober appre- 
henſion of Things) to con- 
firm any one Perſon in his 
Duty to God, the Kingand 
the Church ; 1 have then 
(through divine aſliſtance) 
obtain'd my Deſign : and 
{hall 
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The Epiſtle | 


ſhall only crave leavetogive | 
your Grace this Aſſurance, E 
That amidſt ſome Diſap- 
intments I have met © 
within the World, 'tis my | 
great Support and Comfort, 
that I fill have the Honour 
and Happineſs to Subſcribe, | ; 
| Your Crace's Chaplain in | | 
all Dutiful Obſervance, | 


William Afheton, 


1 
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.  eA ſeaſonable » Apology for 
p | the Honors and Revenues 
{| of the Clergy. 


Hough an unſeaſonable Vin- 
TW dication is uſually rejected 
W as aſuſpition of Guilt ; yet 
I where liltknce againſt foul 
9 and falſe Imputations may 
| be interpreted a Confeſſion, 
there the Proteſtation of a Man's own [n- 
nocency is ever juſt and ſometimes necel- 

» | ſary. When others do us open wrong, 
'tis not then Vanity but Charicy to do our 
ſelves opez right : and whatever appearance 

| of Folly and vain Boaſting there is in ſo 
doing ; they are chargable withal that comz- 

' pel us thereunto,and not we. 

' | Amongſtthe many Attlictions which the 
\ } Orthodox Clergy are ſure to meet with in 
the World, this is not the leaſt ; that they 

are to wreſtle wi.h the unjuſt and biccer up- 
braidings of unreaſonable and inconlide- 

B rate 


A ſeaſonable Apology 


rate Men; whoſe Tonrgues being ſet on 
Fire of Hell, are thereby the unhappy in- 
{trumen's of the Devil(that great Accuſer 
of the Brethren) whole known debign it is, 
by vilifying their Perſons to encrvate 
their Funi#ion, and by falſe ſuggeſtions to | 
make their labours ineffectual. | 

The Pride, Ambition, and Covetouſneſs | 
of” Church-Men; their careleſs Non-reſt- 
dency ; their encroaching Pluralitics , their © 
pragmatical intermedaling with Secular Uf- | 
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fairs; theſe are the noced Topicks of fome | j 


Mens enlargement ; whercin with what | 
virulency they expreſs themſelves, it were | 
a happy thing if the frequent practice of | 
ſuch Perſons would ſuffer us to be igno- * 
rank. 

Being thus ſhamefully, indeed ſhame- 
lefly, upbraided (and that many times even | 
to our faces) not by an open Enemy, for 
then we could have born it; but by our | 
own familiar Friends, who being of the | 
ſame reformed Religion with our ſelves, | 
ought in prudence to be more modeſt in | 
ſuch Reflections ; I ſay being thus unwors- | 
thily treated, and that by tnoſe who live in 
Communion of the Church of England (for 
what commithon have we to judg them *' 
who are without) can any Man in the leaſt ' 

blame 


j 
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] blame us, if to remove ſuch falſe aſper- 


7 fions, wedo with more then ordinary free- 


H 
LA 
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dom infi{t upon our own Integrity; KOT 


1 fibt nequam cui bonus 2 is a juſt warrant tor 
this following 4pobegy It muſt indeed be 
(1 


2 acknowledg'd 


nceall other Topicks may 


; fail) that a holy and religious Life is 


7 the ſure Vindication, * The memory of 


1 the juſt ſhall be bleſſed, but the name of the 
wicked ſhall rot, However fince proud and 
7 imperious Spirits do generally grow more 
7 inſulting by an caſy ſubmiſſion ; 'twill be 
1 no unſeaſonable invitation to my Brethren 
of the Clergy inthe words of Solomon, 


| + Anſwer a Fool according to his folly, leſt he 1vroy.26; 


be wiſe in hu own conceit. And therefore 5: 


ne #:act et 
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that we may not by a cowardly Silence 
contribute to our own ruine : Let us give 
the World a true ſtate of Things. Let 
us cut oft occaſion trom thoſe who ſeek oc- 
calion againſt us; that ſoby reſtraining 
and bridling their malice, we may in ſome 
meaſure obſcrve that Apoſtoiical Injuncti- 
on, Let xo Mandeſpiſe thee, 

A good Name (ſaith Solomon) 7s better 
then precious ointment ; and accordingly 
(as all other precious things) ought very 


] highly to be valued and ſecured : not only 
| for that private benefit which it brings to 


B 2 a 


* Prov.19, 
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| 7 a Man's own Perſon ( a goed report maketh | ©, 
þ the Bones fat) but chiefly tor that publick | </ 
f capacity which it gives us, to be more fig- | 
nally inſtrumental ro the well-fare of F ©1 
others. , 
'Tis the Obſervation of judicious Bp. 3 © c 
cr. 1. 44 Sanderſon (and the experience of the World F ©1 
5 25 goth confirm it) Let two Men ſpeak the F © 
| © ſame Words, give the ſame Advice, purſue Y * 1: 
« the ſame BYyjxeſs,drive at the ſame Deſign ; 
< with equal r/g4t,, equal means, equal dr/i> $ vic 
* ence, every other thing equal : yet com- | pu 
< monly the ſucceſs is ſtrangely different, it I it | 
the onc be well thought of, and the other F fro 
© labour of an zl zame, It there be a good F Sat 
« opinion held of us, and ournames once up } by 
(whether we deſerve it or no) whatſoever 3 kn 
| we do is well taken; whatſoever we pro- } wh 
[6 puſcis readily entertained ; our Connſels, 3} Glc 
; yca, and Rebakes too, carry Weight and F thi: 
Authoricy with them, By which means hay 
we are enabled (if we have but Grace to } Go! 
make that good uſe thereot) to do the more I befe 
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« good , to bring the more Glory to God ;to 7 ſion 
« eive better countenance to his Truth, and } per; 


la 


to good cauſes and things, Whereas on the 7 thre 
other ſide tf we kein an ill name (whether 7 the 
we deſerve it cr no) all our ſpeeches and? 
actions are ii! interpreted ; no Man regar- } thei 
_deth ? 
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* deth much what we fay or do; our Prepo- 
| © /als are ſuſpeted;ourConnſels andRebukes, 
©chough wholeſome and juſt, ſcorn'd and 
© kickt at : ſo as thoſe Men we ſpeak tor, 
© that Side we adhere to, thoſe Cauſes we 
© defend, thoſe Bafineſſes we manage,ſhall 
© lie under ſome prejudice, and be like to 
© ſpeed the worſe tor the evil Opinion that 
© 15 held of us. 

The Clergy are ſtiled by our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, (who beſt knowerth what value to 
put upon them) The Lights of the Wald: 
it being their peculiar Othce to tuin Men 
from darkneſs tolighr, trom the power of 
Satan unto God, They have the leyſure, 
| bythe happineſs of a contemplative life, to 
3 know and conlider thoſc Divine Truths, 
2 which the reſt ot mankind dazled with the 
2 Glories, and diveried bythe Bulineſs of 
3 this World,are two apt to forget. They 
3 havenor only 46//ty (that's nor ſullicient, 

God is a God of Order,and ive mult not run 
2 before we are ſent) but likewiſe a Commil- 
2 fon (as my Father ſent me, ſoſendlT you, to 
3 perform thoſe Miniſterial Acts, whereby 
7 through Divine Inſtitution and Bl-Mng 
3 they convey Grace into the Soul, They 
12 are Ambaſſazors for Chriſt (taey receive 
- } their Credentials trom the King of Kings) 
} B 3 As 
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As though God did beſeech you by us, we pray EY 
you in G _ ſteaa,be ye reconciled unto God. | 

Theſe ſhort Refletions may ſuffice to | V 
infinuate the Neceſſity and Dignityot a wel- * 4 
k conſtituted Miniſtry ; and the entertain- © b 
jt ment we find in the World doth make it + V 
iT ſcaſonable ſo tar to magnifie our Office, as } V 


to remind - you, how much you are obli- & « 
ged to that contemptible ſort of People J J* 
called the Clergy. . ; ſe 
And therefore though there may be both * 
Ignorant and debauched Perſons amongſt 4 ol 
us (God hath given you this Treaſure in | 8 


earthen Veſſels, he hath committed this Word 
of Reconciliation to Men of like Paſſions and | th 
| Infirmities with your ſelves) yet you ought, | 8! 
F even upon your own account, very highly g ar 
to honour us for our works ſake. In this * lit 
caſe that noted ſaying ought to prevail, £1 
non quis,ſed quid, As the Magiſtrate that | C 
exerciſeth publick Fudgment, ſhould lay a- * 
fide all reſpect of the Perſox, and look at } Wn 
the Cauſe only: fo ſhould you in your pri- | of 
vate judgings of the Speeches and Actions ;s 
of your Preachers, look barely upon the 7 4c 
Truth of what they ſ«y, and the goodneſs | 
of what they adv, and accordingly eſteem ' be 
of both ; neither better nor worſe, more _ de 
or leſs, tor whatſoever Fore-conceits yon | 
may © 
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may have of the Perſon. But yet ſince 
Men are corrupt, and will be parrial this 
way do what we can ; and that the World 
and the Afﬀairs thereof are ſo much ſteered 
by Opinion : it will bea point of godly 
Wiſdom in us of the Clergy, ſo far to make 


2 uſeof this common corruption, as not to 
* diſadvantage our ſelves for want of thac 
7 juſt Defence, which the exigence of pre- 
! ſent Aﬀairs may require at our Hands. 


I darenot here attempt the Vindication 


7 of particular Perſons (The good Lord par- 


don every offender, that by a ſcandalous 
Life hath given occaſion to the Enemies of 
the Church to blaſpheme ; the good Lord 


give him repentance for his former errors, 


and grant him thy Grace to live a better 


life for the future) Ir is not, 1 fay, par- 
ticular perſons, but the conſtitution of the 
Church I endeavour to juſiity. 

If this ſhall unautitully be aſperſed by 
any falſe Reflections ; If our acceprance 
of thoſe Honours, with which the Kzzg,who 
is the Fountain of Honour, may as pru- 
dently encourage Divinity, as any other 
Profeſſion ; it our acceptance of theſe ſhall 
be voted Pride : 1f modeſt ſubmiſſive en- 
deavours for the bettcring of our tortunes 
ſhall be ſtiled Ambriion: If an honeſt care 

B 4 Ly 
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to provide for our Families (noleſs requi- 
ſite in a Church-Man then in every other 
Man) ſhall be branded as Coverouſneſe : If 
Legal proceedings to ſecure our Rights 
and Priviledges from the encroachments 
of others ſhall be condemned not only as 
Coverouſueſs, but Contention alſo. If it be 
thus, and thus, and thus with us 3. if ſuch 


falſe Vizards ſhall be put upon the face of ; 


things, no wonder though we take up the 


Prophet 1ſazahs complant, Lord who hath be- | 


lieved our report * And herein Ido appeal 
to your own experience : did you ever yet 


tind your ſelves much affected by the moſt ?' 
paſſionate Exhortation; of Proud, Ambi- | 
tious, Covetous, and Contentions Perſons 2 * 
Turpe eft Doitori — is a known ſaying. | 
Truth it ſelf ſhall loſe its credit if deliver'd ! 


by a Perſon chat hath none. | 


And therefore it concerns us,4s we value : 
either our own credit,or the welfare of our | 
People committed to our charge;to wipe off 1 
that Dirt, which alice on the one hand, * 
and ſezſuality on the other (though with *? 
different deſigns) have thrown upon us. * 
This I think will moſt methodically be per- 
formed ; firft, by colleQing their ſeveral Ca- 


lumnies and Cenſures into one intire Obje- 
ion, and then returning a full and ſatis- 
factory Anſwer, Obje- 
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We read inthe Holy Goſpel, that our 
Bleſſed Saviogr (the beſt patern for a Prea- 
cher) was ſo poor,that he had not * where * Mar. t. 
to lay his head: and accordingly commands *** 
his Diſciples (ic being not Rering that the 
23 Servant ſhould be above his Lord) f zo ,. 0. 
* forſake Houſes and Lands, to take up their 29. & 10. 
1 Croſs and follow him. And when a Con- 3* 
tention aroſe — them,which of them 
ſhould be greateſt, he ſeaſonably rebukes 
them by telling them, That though the 
|| Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip 0+ | Tuk. +3. 
ver them, yet they ſhould not be ſo,but he that *5- 
” hoes. let him be as the younger ; and he 
that us chief as he that doth ſerve. Which 
is excellently enforc'd by St. Peter, who 
thus admoniſheth the Elders ; * Feed the 
Flock of God which is among you ; taking the 
overſight thereof, ot by conſtraint, but wil 
lingly; not for filthy lucre,but of a ready mind: 
neither as being Lords over God's Heritage; 
but being — to the Flock, Theſuit- 
: ableneſs of which Precepts is ſufficiently 
-  confirmdby the eventof Things; it being 
. obſervable that Religion did never flourith 
- more than in thoſe Primitive Ages gm 
- tne 
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the Clergy was pooreſt. For when by the 
Superſtition of Atter-times, great Poſſeſſi- 
ons were given to the Church, then what 
a Deluge of Pride, Luxury, Sloth, and 
Ialexeſs flow'd in upon it,the frequent com- 
room of pious Chriſtians againſt thgſe 

ices doth ſufficiently evidence, All this 


't4 duely confider'd we cannot bur ſome little 
Nb wonder (and - could heartily wiſh that 
L. " fore ſpeedy and effetual . courſe were 
wo taken to redreſs theſe exceſſes) at the 
i daily: practice, of our modern Clergy ; 
TR whoſe eager forwardneſs in aſpiring atter 
AN | high Places .and Titles of Honour is ſo 


fully noted, that it is thetalk of every 
Company. :How do they creep into 


Fr Kings Courts and Noblemens Families, 
Fa, by whoſe favourable influence they expect 
FF to be advanc'd? | 
j : Lordfhips and Lord-Biſhops (which we 
| 4g never read of inthe Holy Golpel) are the 
45.18 ambitions Breathings of the inferiour Cler- 
| gy. Which having attained, how unconſci- 
" onably they- neglect (either through Pride 
11.8 or Idleneſs) that moſt neceſſary Duty of 
ll Preaching is ſo ſadly viſible, that it is 
ll even Proverbial, Make a Biſhop and ſpoil 
iff a Preacher. And no wonder, eſpecially 
ik | when 
i 
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when we ſhall have conſider'd, how unſea- 
ſonably they thruſt themſelves into Secu- 
lar employments ; To fit in Parliament, 
to be Lords Chancelloys, Lords Treaſurers, 
Juſtices of the Peace, cc. muſt necds 
divert them from the ſtudy of Divinity; 
ſince theſe come not within the compaſs 
of their Sphere, but ought to be left to the 
better management of States-men and 
Lawyers. 


And then as preparatory to this height 
of Dignity, that they may the better 
ſupport this expeted Pomp and Gran- 
deur, with what paſſionate concern do they 
labour to be rich * 


How do they heap up and multiply 
Preferments, to the certain negle& of 
their Duty (for he that hath many Pre- 
ferments muſt neccſ{arily be abſent from 
ſome) and the great Scandal of the Luz- 
iy; who are very unlikely to be per- 
freaded to Self-denyal and contempt of 
the World, whilſt they obſerve theſe 
their Spiritual Guides ſo to dote upon 
it? 


This 


| I 


I2 


*; Cor.s. 


— 


An Apology fo: the 

This is, as I conceiye, the ſum of all 

that hath been, and the utmoſt of what, 

I ſuppoſe, can be faid in this marter : 
whereunto I make this 


Anſwer, 


The Poverty of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
being part of his Mediatory Office 
( * ye know the grace of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, that though he was rich, yet for your 
ſakes he became poor, that ye through his Po- 
verty might be rich )1 ſay,it being part of his 
Mediatory Office, and conſequently an 
extraordinary inimitable ation, cannot 
rationally be enforc'd as a concluding Ar- 
gument of the Clergie's Poverty. From 
which example the utmoſt that can be ur- 
ged is this; That the Happineſs of a Chri- 

ian doth not conſiſt in outward Pomp and 
Splendor, fince the Holy Feſus, who is God 
bleſſed for ever, was perte@ without it. 
And therefore that it is the duty of every 


Chriſtian, every Diſciple of Chriſt, ſo far 


to imitate his Lord (Let the ſame mind be 
7 you,as was in Chriſt Feſus) as not only 
to believe in him, but alſo to ſuffer for his 
ſake. That when the Teſtimony of 7eſws, 
and the diſcharge of a good Canſcicnce 

| ſhall 
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ſhall requireat our hands ; then it is, and 
not till then, that thoſe particular Precepts 
of Poverty, Self- denyal, and taking up the 
Croſs, are of indiſpenfible Obligation. 
i If any Man come to me (ſaith our Bleſſed 
Saviour) and hate not hu Father and Mo- 
ther, and Wife and Children, and Brethren 
and Siſters, yea and his own Life alſo, he 
cannot be my Diſciple. And whoſoever doth 
not bear his Croſs and come after me, cannot 
be my Diſciple. Which, being not ſpoken 
to his Followers as to Apoſtes (for they 
were not yet called to that State) but only 
as to Diſciples, undoubtedly it concerns 
the Laity as much as the Clergy. 


But here it will not be impertinent to 
take notice of a very uſual miſtake ; by 
reminding my Reader , That the Apoſtles, 


13 


+ Luk. 14, 
26, 27- 


and the Primitive Clergy were not really ſo 


poor as is frequently pretended, 


'Tis true indeed they had neither Glebe 
nor Tythe ; ſuch a fixed Maintenance being 
not only impoſſible in a time of Peyſecuts- 
on, but alſo it was utterly 7acoxfiſtent with 
their unfixed ſtate of Life, they having re- 
ceiv'd a Commiſſion, to Preach the Goſpel 
in all Nations: But then it is as evident, 

there 


14 


| Luke. 22. 


I Cor. 16. 


C5 
2 Cor. 8. 


4. &g, 1, 
2, 12, 
Gal. 2,10, 
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there was ſufficient Proviſion for them ; 
partly by a Miraculous Providence (|| And 
he ſaid unto them, when I ſent you without 


' Purſe, and Scrip, and Shoes, lacked ye any 
* thing © and they ſaid nothing) partly b 
" liberal * Contribntion of the Saints ; in the 


y the 


Diſtribution of which it is moſt unreaſon- 
able ro think that the Clergy were forgot- 
ten, 


In ſhort, let bat che preſent Laity be as 
kind to their Clergy as the Primitive Laity 
were to theirs, who ſold their Poſſeſſions and 
laid them down at the Apoſtles Feet, and 
there will then be litile cauſe to complain 
of the Poverty of Levi. 


If the importunity of our Adverſaries 
ſhall yer demand a more ſatisfactory reply 
to this inſtance of the Primitive Poverty ; 
I ſhall then give them this following Ob- 
ſervation of f Bp. Saxderſon : T know not 
< any one Gap that hath let in more and 
< more dangerous errors into the Church 


| ©than this ; that Men take the words of the 


© Sacred Text, fitted to particular occaſions, 
© and to the condition of the times where- 
< in they were written, and then apply 
© them to themſelves and others as = 
n 
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I {find them, without due reſpe& had to 


7 © the differences that may be between 


7 © thoſeTizes andCaſes and the preſent. Sun- 
2} < dry things ſpoken in Scripture agreeably 
2 © to that Infancy of the Church, would fort 
Y © very ill with the Church in her fulneſs of 

* trength and ſtature : and ſundry Dire- 
y «© ions very expedient in times of Perſecy- 
7 © tion, and when Believers livd mingled 
23 < with Inþdels, would be very unſeaſonably 
7 <urg'd where the Church is in a peaceable 
7 <and flouriſhing Eſtate, enjoying the fa- 
3 © vour, and living under the Protection of 
7 < gracious and Religious Princes, 


Z Thus that excellent Prelate, againſt 
2 whoſe ſolid Determination they have this 
2 torcjoyn. : 


7 Thatit isone of the greateſt Follies in 
3 the World to endeavour in good earneſt to 
1 maintain any thing by Argument, when 
} we havethe evidence of ſexce and experience 
! tothe contrary. Now we arc convinc'd, 
| ſay they, by abovea thouſand years expe- 
! rience (and for this we appeal tothe Eccle- 
! ftaſtical ſtory.) That the Church and crue 
* Religion never flouriſh'd more then when 
| the Clergy was pooreſt, Whilſt there were 


wooden 


is 


5 
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woodex Chalices there were then Golder 
Prieſts. But when, by the Donation of 
Conſtantine, _ Poſſeſſions were given 
to the Church, then, Hodie virus infuſum 
in Ecclefiam, was a ſad Prologue to onr 
future woe. 


But now ſuppoſe, by way of conceſſion 
that the preſent Clergywere really as much 
corrupted as ſome mens intereſt or malice 
can repreſent them;yet,pray,doth not the 
Objection ly equally as ſtrong againſt the 
Laity?Is it not applicable to them as well 
as theClergy, Aut hoc non eft Evangelium, 


aut nos noz ſumus Evangelici * He who ſhall * 
obſerve how the Primitive Chriſtians for ' 
ſeveral Ages atter our Saviour are reported © 
to have liv'd, and how far the latter Ages | 
fall ſhort of thoſe Examples ; he will eafi- 


ly grant, that this is no invideous Refle- 


ion, but a moſt ſeaſonable enforcement. 


For where are now thoſe Watchings,Fa- 


ſlings, and Devotions ; that Fuſtice,Chari- 
ty and Temperance, that unaffected Anſteri- 


zy and ſtrictneſs of Life, by which our pi- ' 


ous Anceſters are ſo fignally commended to 
their degenerate Poſterity ? 


This 
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_ This witneſs is true, And therefore 
tis but rational, that they who plead fo 
cagerly for the Poverty of the Clergy, and 
yet reject, not without ſome ſcorn, any 
thoughts of it themſelves ; thac they would 
ask their own hearts, dealing impartially 


2 herein, what is the true cauſe of ſuch diffe- 
 & rentapprehenſtons. Doubtleſs when they 
| 2 havealittle better conſidered ir, chis mult 
* 2 needs be rejected as a moſt impertinent 
> 2 z0n-ſequitur, Church-Men are not ſent a- 
2 begging; Therefore the preſent Age is ſcan- 
| 7 dalous anddebauched. 

» | Indeed theconſequent is too ſadly true; 
1 2 but chen to proceed Log:cally, we mult find 
r 7 ſome better Medium to inter it. And tis 
d 2 plainly this. 

S i 

- } Man's nature is much more eaſily cor- 
= 2 corrupted by Proſperity then Adverlity. 

rt, if Proſperity is an intoxicating thing, and 

2 few Mens Brains are ſtrong enough co bear 
- 2 it. ' It lays us aſleep and amuſerh us 
/- 2} withpleafing Dreames : but Adverhity like 
i- 3 aclapot Thunder doth awaken us out of 
i- 7 thoſe ſlumbrings,and puts us into an active 
to 7 ſtate, 
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And therefore it was not the alone Poverty 


of the Clergy, but the perſecuted ftate of | 


all Chriſtians in common,that was the oc- 


caſion of the Primitive Purity: neither was | 


it the Hozeys and Preterments of che Cler- 
gy in particular, that in following Ages 
were the cauſe of the Decay of Piery , but 


the Frailty and Corruption of humane na- | 
ture in gezeral, growing negligent under } 


Proſperity and Plenty. 


We of this Nation(through God's good | 


Providence) are in a proſperous ſtate. He 
who duely conſiders the wars and confuſi- 


ons ot our Neighbors, will thankfully ſub 


{crive this Truth. . 


How long theſe Mercies ſhall be conti- / 
nu'd, as we arc wholly ignorant, ſo if we 
conſider our fins, together with the active |; 
endeavours of ſoine turbulent Spirits, we ! 
have juſt cauſe to fear their approaching ? 


removal, 


I would not willingly be of that un- } 
grateful number that are ever whining * 
and complaining ; and yet I cannot omit # 
this ſad remark. Thoſe villanous Crimes, ? 
thoſe abominable practiſes, which even our-? 

face 


« 
f 
I 
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face the Sun, ſo impudently committed, 
and 1 had almoſt ſaid, with ſuch general 
Applauſe ; theſe are no ſolid laſting Foun; 
dation for the welfare of a People. Our 
God as he is infinite in Mercy, fo he is jea- 
lous of his Honour. Suppoſe therefore 
this juſtly provoked Majeſty ſhould ſuffer 
his Anger to wax hot againſt his People ; 
and ſhould now reſolve to conſult his great 
Name; and to take the forfeiture of all 
our Mercies. Suppoſe a ſpiritual Dark- 
neſs ſhould ſeize upon the Land by a juſt 
removal of God's Candleſtick from amongſt 
us. * Suppoſe either the Tyranny of Rome, 
or the Confuſion or Oppreſſion of ſome Dowe- 
Fick Spirits (both which Judgments God 


2 in his great Mercy avert) ſhould once more 


be ſuffer'd to prevail againſt uss Wohac 


2 js thenour Reſolution ? 


When I have firſt given this check 5 


2 our Confidence, Let him that ſtandeth take 
7 heed leſt he fall. Be not high-minded, but 
7 fear ; Ido then hope,through the aſſiſtance 
7 of Divine Grace, we may ſafely make this 
2 following Proteſtatjon. 


That ſhould ſuch glovumy Diſpenſations 


* overtake us; Idoubt not bur the honelt 


Regular Clergy of the Church of England 
: 3 would 
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Si would be very exemplary in their Suffer- 
'l ings. They would then as readily re{ign 
jt their Eſtates, their Relations, yea and 
their very Lives , as readily did I ſay, per- 
haps more readily than the fierceſt of their 
Accuſers, 
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But for the preſent ; ſince God hath 

D graciouſly been pleaſ d tolengthen out our 

Peace and Tranquillity ; fince others may 

{it under their own Vines; be ſecure in the 

'; enjoyment of their flouriſhing Poſſeſſions, it 
'Þ ſeems very unequal that the Clergy (amidſt | 

$ all this P/exty) ſhould be deny'd their 


Portion. 


f | Indeed it all I/-ae! ſhall again be ſent | 
5 G apt: ve into Babylon, there 7o hang their .F; 
> } Harps upon theWillows,and to fing the Lord's || 
| Song in a ſtrange Land; the Prieſts and Le- Þ 4 
4 vites will bear the byrthez of it, But when Þ 
the reſt of the Tribes ſhall return into their Þ , 
C:naan,ſhall Levi only be excluded his In- Þ ;, 


heritance? 1s this the double honour you | ;, 
would beſtow upon thoſe who labour in the Þ} x, 
word : Firſt to rob them of their Mainte- F 

T Aaace, and then to rub them of their Good- |} 1, 

4 Name; Firit ro make them poor and re- y #; 

b diculous, and then to Javgh at them for |] Þ; 

Y | being | 
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being ſo? Certainly ſuch entertainment 
as this, as it is the higheſt diſhonour to 
Almighty God (to have his Meſſ-zzers and 
Ambaſſadors thus lignally affronted) ſo it 
is no ſmall wrong and Injury to his 
Ghurch ; and that upon theſe 7:wo Ac- 


counts, 


Firſt, It we conſider what Perſons are 
to be admitted into Holy Orders. | 


Secondly, If we reflet upon thoſe Du- 
ties that are to be pertormed by them, 


For the Firſt ; *Tis adiftate of Natural 
Reaſon; That in all ſolemn Dedications 
to Almighty God, The beſt muſt be given to 
the beſt, Now there is, you know, a 
Conſecration of Perſons as well as Things ; 
and when ever ſuch Separation is made, 
although it muſt be conte{l'd :. God hath no 
need ot anv Man's Birth, Parts, or Learn- 
ing; yet.Curſed be the Deceiver which hath 
in bis Flock a Mil:, and voweth unto tie 
Lord a —_ thing, Malach. 1. 14. 


'Tis ſuthciently noted, that amongſt 


| both Fews and Heathens, the Prieits O- 
tice was little leſs then Regal: Splendor of 


Parentage being a prime (Qualification to 
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An Apology fo2 the 
that Fun&tion. It's a ſad thing therefore 
that amongſt us Chr:/t:axs it ſhould now. be 
looked upon as a piece of Religion to make 
it low and ſordid. That (as * one well ex- 
preſſeth it) © all other Employments 
£ ſhould empty themſelves into the' Minis 
<try ; That Men ſhould repair to it nor 
© for Preferment but Refuge, like Male- 
© fafors, flying to the Altar only to ſave 
© their lives ; or like thoſe of E's Race, 
© that ſhould come crouching, and ſeek to 
* be put into the Pr:ie#'s Office, that they 
© might eat a picce vf Bread, | 


Bleſſed be God, the Clergy of the Cherch 
of England (through the indulgence cf a 
gracious Prince) are at preſent fayour'd 
with more encouraging Circumſtances, 

However, it will not be unſeaſonableto 
remind Authority of this following Obſer- 
vation of Mr. Hooker. 


There is a Generation of Men in the World, 
who having waſtfully eaten ont their own 
Patrimonies by riotous and luxurious courſes, 
would be glad to repair, if they might, their 
decay d Eftates with the ruine they care not of 
what nor of whom, ſo the ſpoil were theirs. 
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What theſe Mens endeavours at preſent 
are, is more fully known then to need my 
enlargement ; and what we are to expect 
from them for the /#ture (unleſs God and 
his Vicegerent ſhall reſtrain their acive 
malice) may cafily be reſoly'd without the 
Gift of Propheſy. In ſhort, That which 
hath been may be. 


We cannot as yet be ignorant (which 
ſome Mens Intere5t would have us to for- 
Ber) that three flouriſhing Kzgdomes were 

ately involv'd in Confuſion and Blood : 
the beſt conſtituted Church in Chriſtendom 
Schiſmatically defac'd; and the beſt of 
Kings deſtroy'd and murthred by hisRebel- 
lious Swubjeifs. Now,if we may beallow'd 
to enquire into the Reaſon of theſe things, 
7, e. if it be conſiſtent with our A/legiaxce to 
prevent the like for the future, what was 
the ſad Prologue of this diſmal Tragedy ? 


The Author of the Intereſt of England in 
matters of Religion (who ſeems very well 
inſtructed in th'intrigues of his Party) paz, 
403, thus informs me, - 


The exceſſrve Dominion of the Hierarcl y 
was accounted much of the Malaay of former 
C 4 {14:8 
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i times, which ended in thoſe deadly Convulſions 


of Church and State. So that in ſhort ; un- 
leſs the honeſt Regular Eprſcopal Clergy, 
will ſubmit to rhe deforming ',ecthods of Sa- 
crilegious Perſons, by them to be degraded 
from their Hozors ; ſtripr of their Prefer- 
ments ; precariouily to depend upon an 
uncertain Y#lgar, tis plainly imſinuared, 
that we muſt again expe&t a Thorough Re- 
formation ; 1. e. a total extirpation both of 
| Momarct-y and Epiſcopacy; as ſad experience 
hath already explain'd if.  - 


; Indeed, if Almighty God hath deſign'd 
us for raine (which our ſizs and 7zcorrigible- 
zeſs have juſtly deſerv'd) this debafing of 
the Clergy will effectually promote it, So 
true is that determination of Mr. Hooker, 

-recl, T That Religion honor'd aadeth greatneſs, 
Pol.Liv.s. 4d contemwu'd bringeth ruine to Gommon- 
9 *P133* wealths, Now how Religion ſhould be 
honor d, whulſt the Clergy is poor and con- 
remptible, is too nice and ſubtile for my 
Aporehenſion. And therefore, if our 
gracions God hath till a favour towards 

his Pcople, and hath a purpoſe (notwich- 
ſtanding our continued proyocations) to 
lengthen out our Peace and Tranquillity, 

*tis very much to be hoped, nay rationally 
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to be expected, the Hearts of Kings being 


in the Hands of the Lord, that he will make 
chem nn: fing Fathers to his Church ; not 
only to cher'ſh by their influence, but alſo 
to protect her by their power againſt Sacri- 
legious Invaſions : That thoſe Poſleſſions, 
which the Piety of our Anceſtors hath be- 
queath'd, may (till be eſtabliſh'd to the end 
of the World, D 


Whilſt theſe encouragements are conti- 
nued, Divinity will be courted by able and 
accompliſh'd Perſons as well as other Pro- 
feſfions, But it theſe be remov'd, it will 
then happen to the Church as.it doth to de- 
caying Greatneſs, ſhe is not likely to have 
many fo/lowers, And the Reaſon is plain- 
ly this. | 


*Tis the natural defire of all Men to live 
creditably and comfortably in zh;x World, 


! as wellas happily in the zext ; and there- 


fore few Perſons will be found ſo Seraphick 
as to eſpouſe that Calling, which ſhall only 
entitle them'to contempt and beggary. 


If here we ſhall be reminded, that it is the 
Duty of all Chriſtians, efpecially the Gler- 
£y, to endure theſe and much more for the 

fake 


25 


f 
; 
i 


L) 
FY 
T 
£/ 
q 
. 
j 
q 
'Þ 


LECT. SD 
OY nemo 


S363 SITY. INPIOENE- 


26 


tTim. 3.3 


' 
werent 

E = 
4 


An Apology fo2 the 


ſake of Ghrift; this is little to the Purpoſe: 
moſt Men being not ſo forward to perform 
known Duties as they ſhould be. Anda 

rudent Governor, who knows it to be 

is Wiſdom as well as his Duty, to take 
the beſt courſe to advance Relzgion, will 
not conſider Mens Duty but their Praitice : 
not whar they exght ro do, but what they 
uſe to do ; and therefore will draw over the 
beſt qualified to the Churche's Service, by 
ſuch wayes as are moſt apt to perſwade and 
induce them. 


Secondly, The great neceſſity of a well- 
ſettled Revex.e will cafily appear, it we 
conſider ſome of thoſe Duties that are to 
be performed by theClergy.We read them 
in St, Pax/'s Epittles to Timothy and Titws, 
Amongſt many other I ſhall only mention 
Ive. Gruen to Hoſpitality, apt to teach, 


For the F:rſt of theſe I have only this to 


fay inſhort, 


That ſince every A4d#ion doth require 
ſome ſuitable Inſtrument to effe@ it; for 
Men to call upon us to be hoſpitable, and 
yet in the znterimto deny us thoſe Reve- 


nues and Preferments, which can only ena- 


ble 
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ble us to be ſo,is ſuch a ridiculous inſtance 
of their Malice, as rather deſerves an ex- 
ploſive ſcorn than a ſerious Confutation, 


As tothe $ econd,viz, Un aptneſs to teach; 


27 


for the-preventing an Ozje:0z, I muſt rea- | 


dily grant ; That the greatneſs of a Man's 
Preferment is-no infallible Argument of 
the greatneſs of his Ability, The Race is 
pot to the fwift, nor the Battel to the ſtrong, 
aeither yet Bread to the Wiſe, nor yet Riches 
to Men of Underſtanding, mor yet Favour to 
Men of Skill, but time and chance happeneth 
to them all, Now who are Fortune's Fa- 
vourites we have a Proverb that informs 
us ; and ſometimes The greateſt burthens 


are laid upon Aſſes. But that which I de-- 


ſign is this, 


That fince Divine Knowledg is not now 
infuCd by umediate inſpiration, as in the 
firſt Age of the Church, but muſt gradual- 
ly be acquir'd by Induſtry and Study ; He 
whoſe eſtate is mean and ſcanty, *tis not 
only his infelicity, that he hath neither 
Time, Mizd nor Books, to improve him- 
ſelt for the izward benefit and ſatisfaction 
of his People, but alſo that he is not capa- 
ble of doing that outward Good amongſt 


the 
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28 An Apology fo2 the 
the needy, which is a great Ornament to 
his Profeffion , and a conſiderable advan- 
cage towards the having his DoQtrine be- | 
" PR liev'd and pradtiſed ina degenerate World, | 
þ  9:0* The Poor Man's Wiſdows is deſpiſed and his 
b 3. Words are not heard,ſaith Solomon; who was | 
| | richas well as wiſe; and therefore gives ; 
us his own experience in both, * '/ | 


2" 


ak 


This ſhall ſafhice ro have ſpoken to the 
Firſt part of the Objettion, viz: The Po- 
verty of the Clergy. The ſecond Confidera- 
ble (ot which very briefly) is their 


HONORS. 


'Tis one of the firſt Principles of the jt 
Law of Nature ; That God :s to be worſhip- 
ped and honored by his Creatures, the 
which Hozoy is not only internal , conlift- 
ing in aninward eſtimation of che Md, 
ariſing from an apprehenſion o: rhc excel- 
lencies of the Divine Nature ; bur aiſo ex- - 
ternal, which is a ſenſible teftificarion to 
the World by ſome outward fign, of the 
inward reſpect and reverence which we 
owe to our maker, = 
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Honozs of the Clergy; 


Now what St. John ſaith of Love is tru- 
ly applicable to this kind of Honor : He 
that honoreth not hu Brother, whom he hath 
ſeen, how ſhall he Honor God whom he hath 
not ſeen? this latter being uſually falſe and 
hypocritical, unleſs, on all due occaſions it 
be evidenc'd by the former. 


St. Paul, you know, commands us To 
Homor all Mez ; which ſince it cannot be 
performed in the ſame meaſure and degree, 
muſt therefore admit of certain Qualifica- 
tions and Diſtinctions, 


Every Man's Reaſon tells him, that 
where Hoxor and reſpe@is given for the 
ſake of any Perſon, thoſe who are in more 
immediate attendance and employment a- 
bout the Perſon ſo honor'd, to them the 
greater Honor ought to be ſhew'd. 

And this one Corſideration doth ſuggeſt 
a very good Argument tor the Horoy of the 
Clergy, Which I {hall enforce by theſe 
three undenyable Propoſitions of Mr. 
Hooker. 


Firſt, That the Favor of God 7s the 
chiefe(t Pillar to bear up Kingdomes and 
States, | 

Secondly ; 


Ecc], Pol. 
Lib, 7. 
S. 18. 
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An Apology fo? the 
Secondly, That Religion publichly exer- 
ciſed is the principal means th retain the Fx- 
wor of God. | e . S . . L \ 2 
Thirdly, -The Clergyof the Church arc 
they, without  whons the exerciſe of true 
Religion cannot well and long continue 


And therefore if 'the Dizity of a Cal- 
ling may be judged by the uſetulneſs of it, 
There is little need of any further enlarges 


That which remains to be conſidered is 


this ; by what ways and methods may this 
Diznity be expreſl d, or more fully ; fince 
our Saviour's Kingaom is not of this World, 
whether may ſuch Hozoys be given to the 
Clergy as to ſecular Perſons ? 


Howor is variouſly exprefſ'd according 


to the ſeveral Cuſtoms of particular 


Countries. 'Tis uſually thus, 


To give Mea diſtin& Titles whereby 
they ate differenc'd from the ww/gar ; To 
take them into employments near the Roy- 
al Perſon ; To conſult with them in mat- 


ters of greateſt weight and moment; Thus 
ſhall 
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Honozs of the Clergy, 


ſhall it be done to the Man whom the King de- 
lighteth to Honor, 


Indeed, for the Clergy to challenge all 
the Priviledges they enjoy by a jus Dive 
zum would be an intolerable encroach- 
ment. But then on the contrary to aſlert, 
that they are forbidden them by the Scrip- 
tare, is no leſs falſe and injurious to our 


Calling. 


As for thoſe Texts which are uſually 
urg'd againſt us (St. Luke's vos autem #073 
fic, and St. Petcrs wot Lording over God's 
Heritage) they are ſoflender an Objection 
as doth betray in the Objefors a delire of 
Cavil rather then Satisfaction. Thoſe 
who interpret the Scripture by the corrupr 
Gloſs of their own partial Aﬀections,they 
may prove what they pleaſe; But they 
who are humble and modeſt, and unbiafſ'd 
in their judgments do eafily obſerve ; That 
it is not Power and Authority, or the T:tle 
of Lord;that is here condemn'd ; but the 4- 
buſe of them by Ambition, Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion we are admonith'd againſt, 


But theſe Places of Scripture have been 
on all occaſion ſo fully clear'd from the 
TR exceptions 
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ceptions of Moveliſts by ſundry of our } 
learned Men (particularly Arch-Biſhop | 
Whitegift againſt Cartwright) that to in- 
ſiſt further upon them would be a very 
trifling undertaking, 


In ſhort, We do not find any where in 
Scripture, that the Prieſthood of the Goſpe/ 
doth render a Man incapable of any thing, 
whereunto he hath cither a zatural or ct- 
vil Liberty. 


And therefore as a Clergy-Map (not- 
withſtanding his ſpiritual tunction) may 
lawfully enjoy Temporal Land, it Heir to 
it from his Father, ſo he may as lawfully 
exerciſe Temporal Power and Authority ; 
or be ennobled with ſecular Titles of Ho- 
nor, when they are given him by his 
Prince. And the reaſon is, That though 
the Spiritual Power doth not izclude the | 
Temporal, yet neither dothit ſo exclude it, | 
but that they may without any incongrui- 
ty concurand relide both together in the 
ſame perſor, 


5 


The /awfulncſs of the Thing being once ; 
granted, the expeazercy of it is very ealily | 
thus eitabliſh'd, | 


Jay =p 


That 
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Hono2s of the Clergy. 


That ſince a Clergy-Man is a Member 
not only of the Church but alſo of the 
State ; and fince a Sovereign Prince hath a 
juſt Right and T:zle to the Parts and Abili- 
ties of all his Subjets, to employ them 
when and howhe pleaſeth for the good of 


the Publick ; let any Man now reſolve me; 


why the K:zg mult be deprived of his $ub- 
jeds Service, or the (ergy of ſuch oppor- 
cunities of expreſſing their Duty. 


And therefore ſince the former Kizgs of 
Ergland, out of a due ſence and apprehen- 
ſion of the Learning Gravity and Integrity 
of the Biſhops, have ſummoned them to 
their Parliaments, call'd them to their Pr:- 
vate Councels, Commifhoned them to be 
Judges of their Courts of Conſcience, en- 
traſted them with the management of their 
Treaſury, and other principal Offices of 
the Kingdom (All which, as experience 


| proves, they have diſcharg'd with very 


good ſucceſs) And for their better ſup- 
port and encouragement herein, to bring 
a juſt Awe and Authority to their Perſons, 
and to ſecure them from contempt, have 
given them Hoxors, and Revenues ſuitable 
to ſuch high Employments ; This being ſo, 
I am to Br; the Adyerſaries of the 

D Charch; 
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Gherch ; that,if they pleaſe, it will much 
better become them to amend their own 
faults, rather than out of Envy atthe 
Preferment of Church-Mep, thus to take 
upon them little leſs then to quarrel the 
Diſcretion of their Sowverergs, 


But it is turther Objedted, 


Thar whilſt the Byþops are .encumbred 
with theſe Temporal Hoxors and Employ- 
ments,they do then ſadly negle& that moſt 
neceſlary Duty of Preaching. To which 
I make this ſhort Reply, 


Some Perſons, IT obſerve, are nauch 
more forward to mind other Mens Duty 
than their own. When I have firſt ad- 
moniſh'd, that they ſtudy to be quiet, and to 
do their own buſineſs ; Ido then think ir 
will be ſufficient as to the preſent caſe of 
Preaching to inform them: 


That there are ſeveral Dutzes to be 
perform'd by the Clergy, of which Preach- 
ing is but one. Unleſs therefore they can 
make it appear, that all theſe Duties are Þ 
to be diſcharg'd by one and the ſame Per- F 
ſon, there is litcle force in the Objection, | 


% 


Honozs of the Clergy, 


A Lefarer, though he ſeldom or never 
teads the Publick Prayers of the Cherch, or 
adminiſtreth the Sarraments, or Catech;.- 
zeth the Ignorant , or vilitech the S:ck,or 
comforteth the AfiFed, or abſulyeth the 
Pemitent; yet if he can but noiſe it in 
Publick, and as our Phraſe is, Dominar: 
:n Concionibus, he ſhall cafily be accepted 
as an able painful Divine, a Faichful La- 
bourer in the Lord's Vineyard; 


I demand therefore; 


Thar ſince Government is as neceſſary as 


Preaching (fox Preachers muſt be govern'd 
| or they will ruige the Church) why a Bzr- 
| ſhop who faithfully Governs his Dyoceſs ; 
| who farniſheth all his Churches with able 
| Preachers by due and regular Ordinations ; 
- who encourageth thoſe that are diligent 
| and deſerving ; and reproves, corrects and 
| reclaims the extravagant : I ſay, let ma- 


| lice it ſelf reſolye me, why ſuch a one, 
: when the great Biſhop of ogr Sosls ſhall call 
us all to our laſt Account, may not then 
| comfortably expe& a Prophet's Reward, 
; though he never come into the Pulpit, 

; 
D 2 The 


— 


35 


} 


Mm 


p 3: p & S as = - 
OE RRP —"Har2s 


_ th © .  NOLY 
\ Wt, bs wy 


. Med a3. "2. We £8 WET R 
non commwengm etnrge—ans E > 30", OE 4.6 
_ - EITPRIny 4 - - 


36 


An Apoloqy fo2 the 


The laſt particulars in the ObjeFion are 
Pluralities and Nonreſidents ; concerning 
which I ſhall lay down this Propoſition. 


That though Pluralities and Nonreſt- 
dexts are very much abul'd by ſome parti- 
cular Perſons : yer they are ſo far from be- 
ing ſimply, and de toto genere unlawful, 
that they may very prudently be admitted 
in 8 well-regulated Church, My Reaſon 
1S £n1S :; 


Whatſoever thing the help of any Cir- 
cumſtances can make lawful at any time z 
that thing may not be condemned as 
univerſally and de 7zoto genere, unlawful. 
Now there are Cauſes imaginable,wherein F 
it may ſeem not only lawful but expedient | 
alſo, and {as the exigence of Circumſtances | 
may be ſuppoſed) little leſs then neceſſa- 
ry toadmit of ſuch Drſperſations, What Þ 
thoſe Cauſes are I have not now time to re- | 
cite, but muſt refer my Reader to Mr. 
Hooker's Eccl, Pol: Lib. 5. 81. | 


But now fince things lawful in Theſs F 
may become (by Reaſon of their inexpedi- 
ency) unlawful pro hic & wunc, and in Hy- 
potheſi, to particular Perſons ; it will be 

very 


"4: 
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Honozs of the Clergy, 


very pertinent, for the better direQing of 
our Conſciences herein (I now make my 
Addreſs to the Clergy) to obſerye this 
Rule, 


That thoſe who are fully ſatisfi'd of the 
lawfulneſs of theſe Diſpcnſations, and do 
likewiſe conſider, That hereby they ſhall 
have an opportunity of doing more ſignal 
Service to God and his Church, which the 
ſcantineſs of their preſent Fortunes will 
not allow them to perform, in ſuch a caſe 
as this, to whomſocver theſe Royal favours 
ſhall be offer'd, if his own heart doth not 


condemn him, neither do 1, 


But as for thoſe who are diſlatisfi'd here- 
in, and who expreſs their Doubts and 
Scruples by diſputing againſt them,to ſuch 
the Rule is ſafe: in Dubrirs pars tuttor, Let 
them not dare to meddle with them, What- 


ſoever us not of Faith is ſin, 


Only I could wiſh they would learn this 
Modeſty, till they can ſatisfie themſelves, 
not to cexſure nox envy the reſt of cheir 
Brethren, who being better inſtructed a- 
bour the nature of theſe Di/pexſations hall 
occalionally accept them, 
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Let not him that eateth, deſpiſe him that 
eateth not: and let not him that eateth not, 
judg him that eateth, 


Having thus given a ſhort,and yer I hope 
in ſome meaſure ſatisfactory Anſwer to 
thoſe Calumnies and GCerſures, which Ma- 
lice and Intereſt do raiſe againſt us, the 
Method of diſcourſe doth ſeem to require, 
ſome pathetick expoſtulations againft S4- 
crilegions Invalions. 


T am indeed very eaſily convinc'd of the 


ſuitableneſs of ſuch enlargement : and ac- - 


cordingly ſhould endeavour (could I pro- 
miſe to my ſelf any good effect from ſuch 
reſentments) to plead the Cauſe of God 
and his Charch againſt all thoſe who ſay in 
the words of the Pſalmiſt, Come lt ws take 
to our ſelves the Honſes of God in Poſſeſſion. 


Itmy Reader is a perſon of chat daring 
Character as to own this Motto, Vivitur 
ex rapto, I have then nothing to ſay to him, 
but to pray for his Converſion. There is 
a Generation not to be argued with ; 
whoſe Malice being once detected, is beſt 
anſwer'd with Neglef and Silence. Such 


Men are not to be convincd by Byoks ; we 
muſt 


; 


| 


Honoz2s of the Clergy. 39 
rouſt plead with 2hems from 2 ſurer Topic, 


But fince there are others of more ſober 
ind Chriſtian behayour, who zet (either 
through Prejudice or ſomething elſe) have 
been ſo. far prevail'd upon in the late times 
of looſneſs and Diſtraction, as to look with 
an evil. Eye upon the Biſbops and the Dig- 
zifi'd Clergy; 1 ſhall,for their ſakes,confirm 
my former Diſcourſe with an Argument, 
which I am confident all /ya/ Subjeits will 
confeſs to be unanſwerable. *Tis the Te- 


| ſtimony of that Bleſſed Martyr King Charles 


the Firſt, Of whom the World was mt 
worthy, who hath given this aſſurance 

(in his own excellent words) of his unpa- * Anſver 
rallel'd love to Churchmen, I: is known oe 
to all the World, that he had not ſuffer'd as he for the 
has done, if he would have diſpenſ'd with that 
part of his Coronation Oath, which he made arc6s. p. 


zo the Glergy. _—_ 
When I have firſt defird my Reader to 


conſider the exemplary Picty of that In- 
camparable Prince ; how chearfully he fol- 
low d the ſteps of bis Bleſſed Mater and Sa- 
Viour,in a conſtant meek ſuffering of all barba- 
rous Indignities, and at laſt reſting unto 
| Blood, and even then, according to the ſame 
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An Apology foz the 


Pattern,praying for his Murtherers, I ſay, 
when my Reader thus conſiders (ſince the 
validity of a Teſtimony doth depend upon 
the Ability and Integrity of the Teftator) 1 
doubt not, but he will then very ſeriouſly 
con(ider this which followeth ; Which be- 
ing Collected out of ſeveral parts of his 
Royal Works, I ſhall preſent under the 
Title of, 7s 


FJudicinm 


FUDICIUM CAROLINUM, 
oa HEY | 


JUDGMENT 
King Charles 


The Fix sr, 


Concerning 
| | Religion, Epiſcopacy, Reformation, 
AND THE 


RIGHTS 


CHURCH- 


Printed in the Year. 1676. 
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ASP AA SARAH CAPELAGASS 


Judicuum Carolinum, 
OR 
The Fudgment of Kang 
CHARLES the Fairit 
concerning Religion, &Cc. 
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9 Pray God bleſs yon, and 7 :5: 
eſtabliſh your Kingdoms ;,/- - 
W in Rightcouſneſs, your Soul 2:5. 
rf in true Religion, and your 

S331 Honor in the Love of God 

—_— andyour People, 


And if God will have difloyalty perfe- 
&ed by my deſtruction ; let my memory 
ever with my name live in you, as of 
your Father that loves you; and oncea 
| King of three flouriſhing Kingdoms ; 

whom God thought fit to honor, not only 
| with the Scepter and Government of them, 
but alſo with the ſiffering many Indigni- 


L1eS, 


Of Religion, 


ties, and an untimely death for them ; 
while I ſtudied to preſerve the Rzghts of the 
Church, the power of the Laws, the honor 
of my Crown, the priviledg of Parliaments, 
the liberties of my People, and my own 
Conſcience ; which, I thank God, is dea- 
rer tome then a thouſand Kingdoms. 


Addrnda Tell not me what Tſhould do for ſaving 

4 of my Lzfe, but what I may do with a ſafe 
&, , Conſcience; God forbid that the Life or 
 f-#4z ſafety of the Church ſhould depend upon 
Hr-Ecrin- 2zy Lite, or upon the Life of any mortal 
1:9. Man and[T thank God I have a Son, whom 
I have Reaſon to believe will love the Ghurch 


as well as I do. 


7+the Forthoſe that lov'd me,I pray God they 
/;"ce of may have no miſs of me when 1 am gone ; 
2:5. © ſo much I wiſh and hope that all good Sub- 
jects may be ſatisf'd with the bleſſings of 

your preſence and virtues. 


My Prayer to God Almighty is (what- 

— becomes of me,who am, I thank God, 
wrapt up and fortified in my own Innocen- 

cy, and his Grace) that he would be plea- 

ſed to make you an Anchor,or Harbor ra- 


ther, to theſe toſſed and weather-beaten 
King- 


ER, | 


of Religion, 


Kingdoms ; a repairer by your Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, Piety and Valour,of what the fol- 
ly and Wickedneſs of ſome have fo far ru- 
in'd, as to leave nothing intire in Church 
or State z to the Crown,the Nobility,the 
Clergy, or the Commons; either as to 
Laws, Liberties, Eſtates, Order, Honor, 
Conſcience or Lives, 


1 had rather you ſhould be Charles /e 
Boz, than /e Grayd, Good than Great ; I 
hope God hath defign'd you to be both, ha- 
ving ſoearly put you into that exerciſe of 
his Graces, and Gifts beſtowed upon you, 
which may beſt weed out all vicious incli- 
nations, and diſpoſe you to thoſe Princely 
endowments and employments, which will 
moſt gain the love, and intend the welfare 
of thoſe, over whom God ſhall place you. 


With God I would have you begin and 
end, who is Kizg of Kings, the Sovercign 
diſpoſer of the Kingdoms of the World, 
_ pulleth down one, and ſetteth up ano- 
ther. 


Your fixation in matters of Rel:g0y, 
will not be more neceſſary for your Souls, 
than 
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Of Religion. 
than your Kingdoms Peace, when God 
ſhall bring you to them, 


For I have obſerved, that theDevil of Re- 
elliondoth commonly turn himſelf into 
an Angel of Reformation, and the old Ser- 
pent can pretend new Lights: When'ſome 
Mens Conſcience accuſe them for Seadition 
and Faioz, they ſtop its Mouth with the 
name and noiſe of Religion; when Piety 
pleads for Peace and Patience, they cry 
out Zeal. 


So that unleſs inthis point you be well 
ſettled, you ſhall never want temptations 
to deſtroy you and yours , under pretenli- 


ons of Reforming matters of Religion ; for 


that ſeems, even to worſt Men, as the 
beſt and moſt auſpicious begining, of their 
worſt deligns, Where, beſides the AVs- 
velty, which is taking enough with the 
Vulgar, every one hath an Aﬀecation, by 
leeming forward to an outward Reforma- 
tion of Religion, to be thought zealous, 
hoping to cover thoſe Irreligious Defornii. 
ties, whereto they are conſcious, by a 
ſeverity ofcenſuring other Mens Opinions 
or Actions, 


Take 


ca © jan wo mw 8X aw tak fads cc .. 
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Of Religion. 


Take heed of abetting any Fadtions, os 
| applying to goy publick Diſcriminations 


' is in your Judgment, and the Church well 
| ſettled. | Take ſuch a courſe, as may ei- 
ther with calmneſs and charity quite re- 
move the ſeeming differences and offences 
by. [umpaxtiality, or ſo order Afﬀairs 
in point of Power, that you ſhall not need 
| to fear orflatter any Faftion, For if e- 
ver you ftand in need of them, or muſt ſtand 
ts = courtefie, you are undone : The Ser- 
pent will devqur the Dove, You may ne- 
ver expect leſs of Loyalty, Juſtice, or Hu- 
manity, than from thoſe, who cngage in- 
to Religious Rebe/hon: Their intereſt is al- 
ways made God's , under the Colours of 
Piety ambitious Polzczes march, not only 
with greateſt{ſecurity, but applauſe as to 
the Populary: You may hear from them a- 
cob's voice, but you ſhall fcel they have 
| Eſau's hands, 


Above all, I would have you, asT hope 
| you are already, well grounded and ſet- 
| tled in your Re/zg/on: The belt profeſſion 
of which I have ever eſteemed that 
of the Church of Erglazd, in which 
you have been educatcd ; yet I 

| | would 


L;gjon, contrary to what 


Þ+ 211, 
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would have your own Fudgment and Rea- 


ſon now ſeal to that ſacred Bond, which 


Education hath written, thar it may be Ju- 
diciouſly your own Religion; and not o- 
ther mens Cuſtom or Tradition, which you 
profeſs. In this I charge you to perſe- 
vere,as coming neareſt to God's Word for 
Do#rine, and to the Primitive examples for 
Government. | 
If you never ſee my face again, and 
God will have me buried in ſuch a barba- 
rous impriſonment and obſcurity (which 
the perfeRting ſome mens defigns require) 
wherein few hearts that love me are per- 
mitted to exchange a word or a look with 
me ; Ido require and entreat you as your 
Father, and your Kzzg, that you never 
ſuffer your heart to receive the leaſt check 
againſt, or diſaffe&tion from the true Reli- 
gion eſtabliſh'd in the Church of England, 


I tell you, TI havetryed it; and after 
much ſearch and many diſputes, have con- 
cluded it to be the beſt in the World , not 
only in the Community as va but 
alſo in the ſpecial Notion, as Reformed ; 


keeping the middle way, berween the 
pomp of Superſtitions Tyranny, and the : 


meanneſs of Fantaſtick Anarchy. 


Of 
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| Of Epiſcopacy. 


| T Ouching the Government of theChurch 
by Biſhops,the common Jealouſic hath 
been, thac I am earneſt and reſolute to 


maintain it, not ſo much out of Piety, as 
Policy, and Reaſon of State, 


Wherein ſo far indeed Reaſor of State xiuwy 
doth induce me, to approve that Govern- Bcn\. 
ment above any other, as I find it impoſſi- SXVIEr: 
ble for a Prince to preſerve the State in ** 
quiet, unleſs he hath ſuch an influence 
upon Church- Men, and they ſuch a depen- 
dance on him, as may beſt reſtrain the ſe- 
ditious exorbitances of M:zifters Tongues; 
| whowith the Keys of Heaven have- ſo far 
| the Keys of the Peoples Hearts, as they 
prevail much by their Oratdry, to let in 
\ and ſhut out, both Peace and Loyalty, 


— As a matter of' Religion — my judg- 
{ ment is fully ſatisfied, that it hath of al! 
| other the fulleſt Scripture-Grounds,and al- 
| ſo the conſtant practice of all Chriſtian 
| Churches, till of late years, the tumultu- 
' arineſs of people, or the factrouſneſs, and 
pride of Preſbyters, or the covetouſyeſs of 

E ſome 


me” 


Hf Epiſcopacy. 


ſome States and Princes, gave occaſion to. 


ſome Mens wits to invent new models,and 
propoſe them under ſpecions Titles of 
Chriſt's Government, Scepter, and King- 
dom ; the better to ſerve their turns, to 
whom the change was beneficial, 


They muſt give me leave, having none 
of chcir temptations to invite me to alter 
the Government of Byſhops (that I may 
have a Title to their Eſtates) not to believe 
their pretended grounds to any new ways, 
contrary tothe tull and conſtant teſtimony 
of all Hi/tories, ſufficiently convincing un- 
biafl'd Men; that as the Primitive 
Churches were undoubtedly govern'd by 
the Apoſtles and their immediate Succeſſors, 
the firſt and beſt Biſhops ; ſo it cannot in 
reaſon or charity be ſuppoſed, that all 
Churches in the World thould either be 
ignorant of thc rulc by them preſcribed, 
or ſo ſoon deviate from their divine and 
holy Pate#n : That lince the firſt Age, for 
1500 years, not one example can be pro- 
duced ot any ſettled Church, wherein 
were many Miniſters and Congregations, 
which had not ſome Biſhop above them, un- 


der whoſe Jar:ſaidion and Government Þ 


i 


they WCre. 


Of Epiſcopacy. SI 
If you had made appear the pradFice of 5-4 


the Presbyterian Government in the Pri- Hoodere 
mittve times, you had done much ; For {9"P-322. 
I doaver, That this Government was never 
practiſed before Galuin's time 3; the affirm- 

tive of which I leaveto you to prove ; my 

task being to ſhew the /awfalneſs and ſuc- 

e | cefflon of Epiſcopacy; and; as I believe; the 

T neceſſity of it, 
y 


AY” os Hiatt no! 


'E Is it likely that God, who appointed ſe- x,y,y 

3» | veral Orders, and a Pre/acy, in the Go- pxo\. 

y | vernment of his Church, among the Few. 5*V1-v- 

n- © i Prieſts; ſhould abhor or forbid them a- ** 

ve ® mong Chriftian Miniſters ; who have as 

y | much of the Principles of Schiſp and Di- 

s, Þ viſion, as other Men ; for preventing and 

in Þ ſuppreſſing of which, the Apoſtolical wiſdom 
(which was divine) atter that Chriſtians 

be Þ were multiplyed, ſo many Congregations, 

d, Þ and Presbyters with them, appointed this 

nd Þ way of Government, which might beſt 

for Þ preſerve Order and Union with Autho- 


ro-Þ rity ? 
>1N | 
ns, So that I conceive it was not the F4ior 


an-Þ of Princes, or Ambition of Presbyters, but: 
| the Wiſdom and Piety of the Apollles, 
that firſt ſettled Biſhops in the Church ; 

E 2 which 


1 
2 
: 
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which Authority they conſtantly uſed, and 
injoyed in thoſe times, which were pureſt 
for Religion, though ſharpeſt tor Perſecu- 


$10, 


Nor can I ſee what can be more agree- 
able both to Reaſox and Religion, than ſuch 
a frame of Government which is Paternal, 
not Mzgiſterial;, and, wherein not only 
the necefity of avoiding FaQtion and Con- 
fuſton,Emulations and Contempts (which 
are prone to ariſe among equals in power 
and Function) but alſo the Differences of 
ſome Miniſters gifts, and aptitudes for 
Government above others, doth invite to 
employ them, in reftcience tothoſe Abili- 
ties, wherein they are eminent, 


Nor is this Judgment of mine touching 
Epiſcopacy any preoccupation of _— 
on, which will not admit any oppoſition 
againit it : It is well known I have endea- 
voured to fatisfy my ſelf in what the chief 


Patrons tor other ways can ſay .againſtÞ 


this, or for theirs : And I find they have, 
as far leſs ot Scripture grounds, and of 
Reaſon ; ſo tor Examples, and practice of 


the Church, or Teſtimonies ot Hiſtories, 
they are wholly deſticute,wherein the whole 
: itream 


-_ 
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ſtream runs ſo for Ep:ſcopacy, that there is 
not the leaſt rivulet tor any others, 


For certainly till one of theſe three 


things can be clearly evidenc'd unto his / 
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ts M.ree.. 
ies ith*d 


Majeſty, (viz.) Either That there 5 xo cer- oper r: 


the AM 1774. 


tain form of ChurchGovernmeat at all pre- j,,,.,..,. 
ſcribed in the Word: orit there be, That 4s 


the Civil Power may change the ſame as they | 


ſee cauſe : or, if it be unchangeable, that it 
was not Epiſcopal but ſome other ; His Maje- 
ſty thinks himſelt excuſable in the judg- 
ment of all reaſonable Men, it he cannot 
as yet be induced to give his conſent to the 
utter abolition of that Government in the 
Church, which he found here ſettled to 
his hands ; which hath continued all over 


| the Chriſtian World, from the times of 


the Apoſtles until this laſt Age; and jn this 


Realm ever fince the firſt Plantation of 
| Chriſtianity, as well {ſince the Keformdti- 


on as before ; which hath bcen confirmed 
by ſo many Ads of Parliament; approv d 
as conſonant to the holy Word of God, in the 
Articles of our Religion, and by 21! the 
Miniſters of the Church of England, as 
well by their perſonal Subſcriptions, as 0- 


 therwiſe, ſo atteſted and declared, ai.d 
which himſelf in his Judgment apd Con- 


3 {cicncc, 


ewport 
3,» 
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ſcience, hath for theſe many years bcen, 


and yet is perſwaded to be at leaſt of Ape- 
ſtolical Inſtitution and Practice. 


he Tris moſt ſure, that the pureſt,primitive 
s. XVI, and belt G hurches flourith'd under Epiſcopa- 
p. 144 cy; and may ſoſtill,it Ignorance, Supec- 
ſtition, Avarice, —_ and other 
diſorderly and diſloyal paſſions had not ſo 
blown up ſome Mens minds againſt it,that 
what they want of Reaſons or Primitive 
Paterns, they ſupply with violence and 
oppreſſion ; wherein ſome Mens zeal for 
Biſhops Lands, Houſes and Revenues, hath 
ſet thems on work to eat up Epiſcopacy 5 which 
(however other Men eſteem) to me is no 
leſs Sin then Sacri/ege, or a robbery of 
God (the giver of all we have) of that por- Þ ®! 
tion which devour minds have thankfully Þ 1e 
given again to him, in giving it to his | *% 
Church and Prophets; through whoſe Þ ©© 
hands he graciouſly accepts even a cup | 
of cold Water, as a libation offered to Þ ©*/ 


himſelf, | Bow 


—_— = a 0a. 6... 


Furthermore, as to my patticular en- F 
A 2agement above other Men, by an Oath f 
'q agreeable to.my judgment, I am ſolemnly 
_ obli-F: 


EF a. mite. hatin otter 


WE 


: 


Df Epiſcopacy. 
obliged to preſerve that Government and 


the Rights of the Church. 


Nor can my lare condeſcending to the 


55 


Scots in point of Church-Government be *: "46 


rightly objected againſt me, as an inducs- 
ment for me to conſent to the like in my 
other Kingadows ; tor it ſhould be confide- 
red, that Epiſcopacy was not ſo rooted and 
ſettled there, as'ns here, nor I (in that 
reſpe&) ſo ſtritly bound to continue it in 
that Kingdom as in this ; tor what I think 
in my judgment beſt, I may not think fo 
abſolutely neceſſary for all P/aces and at 
all Times. 


If any ſhall impute my yeilding to thei 
as my failing and $7z,1 can eaſily acknow- 
ledg it ; but that is no argument to do lo 
again, or much worſe, Ibcing now more 
convinced in that point : zor z#deed hath 
my yeilding to them been ſo happy and ſuc- 


ceſsful, as to encourage me to grant th? like 


| toothers. 
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1d I ſee any thing more of Chriſt, as 
to Meckneſs, Juſtice, Order,Charity 
and Loyalty, in thoſe that pretend toother 
Modes of Government, I might ſuſpe& my 
Judgment to be byaſſed or foreſtalled with 
ſome prejudice and wontednefſs of Opinion, 
but I have hitherto ſo much cauſe to ſuſ- 
pet the contrary in the manners of many 
of thoſe Men,that I cannot from them gain 
the leaſt reputation for their new way's of 
Government. 


Nor can I find that in any Reformed 
Churches (whoſe paterns are ſocryed up, 
and obtruded upon the Churches under 
my Dominion) x 2 either Learning or Re- 
ligion, works of Piety or Charity, have ſo 
flouriſh'd beyond what they have done in 
my Kingdoms (by God's Bleſſing) which 
might make me believe either Preſbytery 
or Independency have 2 more benign influ- 


ence upon the Church and Mens Hearts | 
and Lives, than» Epiſcopacy in its right 


Conſtitution, 


As 


Of p2etended Refozmation. 57 


As for that Reformation of the Church, $ XIV. 7 
which the Covenazt pretends, I cannot ml 


think ic juſt or comely, that by the par- 
tial advice of a few Divines (of ſo ſoft 
and ſervile Tempers, as diſpoſed them 
to ſo ſuddain ating and compliance, con- 
trary to their former Judgments , Pro- 
teflion, and Practice) ſuch foul Scandals 
and Suſpicions ſhould be caſt upon the 
Dotrin? and Government of the Church 
of England, as was never done (that 1 
have heard ) by any that deſerved the 
name of Reformed Churches abroad, nor 
by any Men of Learning or Candor at 
home : All whoſe Judgments I cannot 
but prefer before any Mens, now Facti- 
ouſly engaged, | 


The Sequel of ſome Mens actions 
makes it evident ; That the main Refor- 
mation intended is,the abaling of Epiſcopacy 
into Presbytery, and the robbing the Church 
of its Lands and Revenues: For, no Men 
have been more Injurioufly us'd, as to 
their Legal Rights, than the Byſbops and 
Church-Mcz., Theſe, as the tatteſt Deer, 
muſt be deſtroy'd ; the other raſcal Herd 
of Schiſms, Herefies, &c. being lean, 
may enjoy the benefit of a V_ 

| us 
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Thus Naborh's Vineyard made him the on- 
ly Blaſphemer of his City, and fit to die, 
Still I ſee, while the breath of Religion 
fills the Sails, Profit is the Compaſs, by 
which Factious Men ſteer their Courſe 
in all ſeditious Commotions. 


What diſſolutions of all Orders and 
SAX. - Government in the Church , what novel- 
ties of Schiſms and corrupt Opinions ; 
What undecencies and confuſions in Sa- 
cred Adminiſtrations ; What Sacrilegious 
invaſions upon the Rights and Revenues 
of the Church; What contempt and op- 
preſfſions of the Glerg;ze ; What injuriqus 
dimimations and perlecutings of Me, have 
follow'd (as ſhowres do warm Gleams) 
the talk of Reformation, all ſober Men 
are Witneſſes, and with my ſelf, ſad 
Spectators hitherto, 


The breaking of Church-Windows,which 
p.167. Time had Cafficiently defaced ; pulling 
down of Croſſes, which were but Civil, 
not religious Marks ; defacing of the 
Monuments, and Inſcriptions of the Deaa, 
which ſerved but to put Poſterity in mind 
to thank God for that clearer Light 


wherein they live; the leaving of all Mi- 
niſters 


72" 
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niſters to their Libertics, and private Abi- 
lities, in the publick Service of God, where 
no Chriſtian can tell to what he may ſay 
Amen ; nor what adventure he may make, 
of ſceming, at leaſt, to conſent to the 
Errors, Blaſphemies, and ridiculous Un- 
decencies, which bold and ignorant Mcn 
liſt to vent in their Prayers, Preaching and 
other Offices. The ſetting torth alſo: of 
Old Catechiſms, and Confeſſions of Faith, 
newdreſt; importing as much as it there 
had been no ſound or clear Doctrine of 
Faith in this Church , before ſome four 
or five Years conſultation had matured 
their Thoughts, touching their firſt Prin- 
ciples of Religion, : 


All theſe, and the like, are the effects 
of Popular, Specious, and deccitful Re- 
formations (that they might not ſeem to 
have nothing to do) and may give {ome 
ſhort flaſhes of Content ro the Vulgar 
(who are taken with Novelties, as Chil- 
dren with Babies, very much, but not 
very long). But all this amounts not to,nor 
can in Juſtice merit the glory of the 
Churches thorow- Reformation, fince they 
leave all things more deformed, diforder- 
iv, anddiſcontented (than when they be- 


gan) 
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gan) in point of Piety, Morality, Cha- 
rity, and good Order. 


The ſcandal of the late Troubles (which 
ſome may object and urge to you againſt 
the Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſh'd in Erg- 
land) is caflily anſwer'd to them, or your 
own thoughts in this; That ſcarceany 
one who hath been a Beginner, or an active 
Proſecutor of this late War againſt the 
Church, the Laws, and Mere, cither was 
or isa true lover,embracer, or practiſer of 
the Proteſtant Religion, cfabliſh'd in Emg- 
land : which zeither gives ſuch Rules, nor 


ever before ſet ſuch Examples, 


The truth is,ſome Mens Thirſt after No- 
veltics ; others deſpazy to rclicve the neceſ- 
fities ot their Fortunes, or ſatisfie their 
Ambition, in peaceable times (diſtruſting 
Gods Providence as well as their own me- 
rits) were the ſecret (but principal) im- 
pulſives to theſe Popular Commotions*; 
by which Subjects have been perſiwaded 
to expend much of thoſe plentiful E- 
ſtates they got and enjoy'd under my Go- 
vernment in peaceable times; which yet 
muſt now be blaſted with all the odious re- 


proaches, which impotent malice can in- 
vent ; 
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vent; and my ſelf expoſed to all thoſe 
contempts, which may moſt diminiſh the 
Majeſty of a King,and increaſe the ungrate- 


ful Infolencics of my People. 


Nor do I know any exception I am fo 
lyable to in their Opinion, as too great a 7: ***: 
fixedneſs in that Relzgion ; whoſe judicious 
and ſulid grounds, both from Scripture,and 
Antiquity, will not give my Conſciexce 
leave to approve,or conſent to thoſe many 
dangerous and divided Innovations, which 
the bold ignorance of ſome Men would 
needs obtrude upon me and my People. 


Contrary to thoſe well-tryed Foundati- 
ons both of Truth and Order, which Men 
of tar greater Learning and clearer Zeal, 
have ſettled in the Confeſſion and'Con- 
ſtitution of this Church in Exg/and, which 
many former Parliaments, in the moſt 
calm and unpaſſionate times, have oft con- 
fiim'd; In which I ſhall ever, by God's 
' help, perſevere, as believing it hath moſt 
of Primitive Truth and Order. 


No one thing made me more reverence ;;,/ -,. 
the Reformation of my Mother, the roms 
Church of England, than that it was done = Fo 


(aCcor- 


62 Df pzetended Refozmation, 


(according to the Apoſtles defence; At.24: 
18.) neither with Multitude nor with Tu- 
-wlt, but legally and orderly ; and by 
thoſe, whom I conceive to have the refor- 
ming power ; which with many other in- 
ducements, made me always confident that 
the work was very perfect, as to eſſextrals ; 
of which numberCh»rch- Government being 
undoubtedly one, I put no queſtion, but 
that would have been likewiſe altered, it 
there had been cauſe ; which Opinion of 
mine was ſoon turned into more than a 
confidence, when I perceived that in this 
particular (as Imuſt ſay of all the reſt)we 
retained nothing, but according as it was 


deduced from the Apoſt/es to be the 


| 

| 

conſtant univerſal cuſtom of the prims- f 
tive Church; and that it was of ſuch 1 
conſequence, as by the alteration of 
it, we ſhould deprive our ſelves of a t 
lawful Priefthood ; and thens how the $4- ? 
craments can be ducly adminiſtred, is caſy 7 
rojudg. Theſe are the principal Reaſons, Q 
which make me believe that Byſhops are ne- [ 
cellary for a Church, and, I think, ſuffici- o 
cnt for me (it I had no more) not to give It 
my conſent for their expulſion out of E-g- I 
land, Bat I have another obligation,that x 
6 


to my particular, is a no leſs tie of Con- 
ſcience, 


© | 
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ſcience, which is, my Coronation Oath, 
Now if (as St. Paul ſaith Rom, 14. 23.) 
He that donbteth is damned if he eat, what 
can I-cxpe&, it I ſhould, not only give 
way knowingly to my Peoples ſinning,but 
likewiſe be perjur'd my ſelf £ 


Now conſider, ought I not to keep my 
ſelf from preſumptuous fins ? and you know 
who ſays, What doth it profit « Man, though 
he ſhould gain the whole World, and bſe Te 
own Soul 2: Wherefore my conſtant mainte- 
nance of Epiſcopacy in Exgland (where 
there was never any other Government 
fince Chri/tianinty was in this K:zgdom,) 
methinks, ſhould be rather commended 
than wonder'd at ; my Conſcience direct- 
ing meto maintain the Laws of the Land; 
which being only my endeavours at this 
time, I ele to know of you, what war- 
rant there ws in the Word of God, for Subjeits 


| Fo emdeavour to force their King's Conſcience: 


or to make him alter Laws againſt his will * 
If this be not my preſent Caſe, 1 (hall be 
glad to be miſtaken ; or, if my judgment 


| in Religion hath bcen milled at this tine, 


I thall be willing to be better directed : till 
when, you muſt excuſe me, to be conſtant 


' to the Grounds which the King my Father 


taught 
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Eno taught me. From which wholly to recede, 
ne without any probable Reaſons urged or 
p-15z. anſwered,only to ſatisfie fome Mens Wills 

and Fantaſies (which yet agree not among 
themſelves in any point, but that of extir- 
pating Epiſcopacy and fighting againſt me) 
muſt needs argue ſuch a ſoftneſs, and in- 
firmity of mind in Me, as will rather part 
with God's Truth than Man's Peace ; and 
rather loſe the Churche'sHonour,than croſs 


ſome Mens factious Humors. 


ts For the aboliſhing Arch- Biſhops, Biſhops, 
Mefge SC, His Majeſty clearly profeſſerth that he 
for Pcace. cannot give his conſent hereunto, both in 
Movers. relation as he is a Chriſtian and a King, 


I7. 1647. : : 
From the For the firſt ; He avow's that he is ſatisfied 


Wiehe, >. in his Judgment, that this order was pla- 

126, ced in the Church by the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, and ever ſince their time hath con- 
tinucd in all Chriſtian Churches through- 
out the World, until this laſt Century of 
years ; andin this Church in all times of 
change and Reformation, it hath been up- 
held by the Wiſdom of his Anceſtors, as 
the great Preſerver of Doctrine,Diſcipline, 
andOcder of the Service of God, 


As 
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As a King at his Coronation, he hath not 
only taken a ſolemn Oath 'to maintain this 
Order, but his Majeſty and his Predeceſ- 
ſors in the Confirmation of the great Char- 
ter, have inſeparably woven k 4 right of 
the Church into the Liberties of the reſt of 
the Subjetts. 


—_— 


Church-Lands not to be alie- 
nated. 
Nor can his Majeſty conſent to the al;e- 


nation of Ghurch-Lands ; becauſe it cannot 
be denyed to be a fin of the higheſt Sacy:- 


| ledg : As alſo, thatit ſubverts the intenti- 
| ons of ſo many pious Donors, who have 
| laid a heavy curſe upon all ſuch profane 
| violations, which his Majeſty is very un- 
| willing to undergo. And belides the mat- 


ter of Conſcience, his Majeſty believes it to 
be a prejudice to the publick good, many 


| of his Subjects having the benefit of renew- 
Ing Leaſes at much eafter Rates, than 


if thoſe Poſſeflions were in the hands of 


| private Men: not omitting the diſcourage- 


ment which it will be to all Learning and 


| Induſtry, when ſuch eminent rewards ſhall 
| be taken away, whichnow lie open to the 


Children of meaneſt perſons, 
F Being 
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Chuzch-Lands. 
© Being daily by the' beſt diſquiſition of 
truth more confirm'd in the Reaſon and 


Religion of that, to which I am ſworn, 
How cafti any Man that wiſheth not my 


Damnation, perſwade me at once to ſo 


notorious and combined Sins of Sacriledg 
and Perjury © befides the many perſonal 
Injuſtices Imuſt do to many worthy Men, 
who are as legally inveſted in their, E- 
ſtares, as avy who ſeek to deprive them; 
and they have by no Law, been convicted 
of thoſe crimes, which might forteit their 
Eftates and Livelyhooas, * Wich if other 
Mens Judgments bind them to maintain, or 
forbid them ro conſent to the aboliſhing 
of, mine much more, who, beſides the 
grounds I have in my judgment, have alſo 


a moſt ſtrict and indifpeniible Oath upon | 


my Corſcience to preſerve that Order, and 
the Rights of the Church; to which moſt 
Sacrilegious and abhorrced Peryury, moſt 


unbeſceming a Chriſtian King, ſhould I e- 


ver by giving my conſent be betray d, 1 
ſhould account it infinitely greater Miſe- 


ry, than any hath or can befal me, in as 


much as the leaſt Sin hath more evil in it, 


than the greateſt Aſſiiction. Had I gratih-F 
ed their Anti- Epiſcopal Faction at firſt in Þ 


this point with my coxſezt, and ſacrificed 


the 
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not to be alienated, 


the Ecclefiafiical Government and Reve- 
aues to the fury of their Covetouſneſs, 
Ambition, and Revenge, 1 believe they 

would then have found no co lourable ne- 
ceſſity of railing an Army to fetch in, and 
punith Dl:xquents. 


I thank God, as no Men lay more open 
to the ſacrilegions Temptation of uſurp- 
ing the Churche's Lands and Revenues 
(which iſſuing chicfly from the Crown, 
are heldof it, and legally can revert only 
to the Crown with my conſent) ſo I have 
always had ſuch a perftc& abhorrence of it 
in my Soul, that I never tound the leatt in- 
clination to ſuch Sacrilegious Retormings: 
yet no Man hath a greater defirc to have 
Biſhops and all Church-men ſo reformed, 
that they may beſt deſerve and uſe, not 
only what the pious muniticence of my 
Predeceſſors hath given ro God and the 
Church, but all other additions of Chri- 
ſtian bounty. 


3 But no neceſlity (hall ever, I hope, drive 
me or mine to invade or ſell the Prieſts 
Lands, which both Pharaoh's Divinity,and 
Foſeph's true Piety, abhorrcd to do : $0 
unjuitT think it both inthe eye ot Reaſon 

F 9 and 
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__ Chuzch-Lands 


and Religion, to deprive the moſt ſacred 
employments of all due encouragements 
and like that other heard-hearted Pharoah, 
to withdraw the ſtraw, and encreaſe the 
Task; ſo purſuing the oppreſied Church, 
as ſome have done. to the Red-Sea of a ci- 
vil War, where nothing but a Miracle can 
ſave either it or him, who eſteems it his 
greateſt Title to be called, and his chieteſt 
Glory to be, The Defender of the Church, 
both in its true Faith, and its juſt Fruiti- 
ons; equally abhorring Sacriledg and Apo- 


[kacy. 


I had rather live as my Predeceſſor 
Heary 3. ſometime did,on the Churche's 
Alms, than violently to take the Bread 
out of Biſhops and Miniſters Mouths, 


There are way's enough to repair the 
breaches of the Sate, without the ruines 
of the Church; As 1 would be a Reſtorer of 
the one, ſo I would not be an Oppreſlor 
of the other «der the pretence of Publick 
Debts, The occations contracting them 
were bad enough, bur ſuch a diſcharging 
of them, would be much worſe ; Ipray God 
weicher [ nor mine, may beacceſſary to either. 


To 


oy 


nof to bealienated, 


To thee, O Lord, do I addreſs my , 


Prayer ; Thou haſt taught us by the wiſc(t 
of Kings, that it isa ſnare to take things 
that are Holy,and after Vows to make en- 


quiry, 


Ever keep thy Servant from conſenting 
to perjurious and ſacrilegious rapines,that 
I may not have the brand and curſe to all 
Poſterity of robbing thee and thy Church, 
of what thy bounty hath given us, and thy 
clemency hath accepted from us, where- 
with to encourage Learning and Reli- 
gion, 
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O let me not bear the infamous brand $ x&VI.; 


Kizg in this Kingdom, who thould conſent 


| to the Oppreſſion of thy Church, andthe 
Fathers of it ; whoſe errors I would rather, 
| with Conſtantine, cover with filence, and 


reform with meekneſs, than expoſe their 
Perſons, and Sacred Functions to vulgar 
contempt. 


| toall Poſterity, of being the firſt Chriſtian **” 


Make meas the good Samaritan, com- ?: 143 


paſhhonate and helptul to thy afticted 


* Church, which ſome Men have wounded 
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Chu:ch-Lands 


and robbed, others paſs by, without re- +. 


oard either to pity or relieve, | 


Though my Treaſures are exhauſted,my 
Revenues diminiſh'd, and my Debts <n- 
creaſed, yet never ſuffer me to be tempted 
ro uſe {ach profane Reparations ; leſt a 
coal from thine Alcar fet ſuch a Fire on 
my Throne and Conſcience, as will be 
hardly quenched. 


Let not the Debts and Engagements of 
the Publick, which ſome Mens folly and 
prodigality hath contracted, be an occaſion 
©o impoveriſh thy Church. 


The State may ſoon recover by thy Bleſ- 
ſing of Peace upon us ; The Church is ne- 


ver likely in times, where the Charity 
of molt Men is grown ſo cold, and their. 


Religion {0 illiberal. 


Continue to thoſe that ſerve thce and 
thy Church, all choſe incouragements, 
which by the will ot the pious Donors,and 
the juſtice of the Laws are due unto them; 


- and cive them Grace to deſerve and uſe 


them aright to thy Glory, and the relief 


of the poor ; that thy Pricſts may be cloa- 
thed 


not to be alienated, 


thed with Righteouſneſs and the Poor 
may be ſatisfird with Bread, 


Arife,O Lord, maintain thine own cauſe, 
let not thy Church be deformed,- as to that 
Government, which deriped from thy Apo- 
ſtles, hath been retained in pureſt and pri- 
mitive times, till the Revegues of the 
Church became the object gf ſecular envy; 
{ which ſeeks to rob it of all the lncourage- 

ments of Learning-and Religion. 


Let not holy things be given to Swine z | 


nor the Churche's bread to Dogs, racher 
let them go about the City,gria like a Dog, 
| and grudg that-they are not ſatisfied, 


Let thoſe ſacred morſels, which ſome 
en have already by violence devoured, 
' never digeſt with them, nor theirs; Let 
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| thembe as Naboth's Vineyard to Ahab, Gall. 


in their Mouths, rotceancis ro their names, 
2 Moth to their. Families, and a ſting ro 
their Conſclences, 


| | O thou Godof Order,and of Truth, in _ 
thy good time abate the malice, aſſwage © * 


the rage, and confound all che miſchievi- 
' ous devices of thine, mine and thy 


Churche's Enemies. 
F = Dire- 
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DIRECTIONS 


FOR THE 
Uxbrids Commiſſioners. 
Fir Concerning Religion. 


N this the Government of the Church 


(as I ſuppoſe) will be the chief queſti- 
on, wherein t'#o things are to be confide- 
red, Conſcience and Policy, 


For the firſt, I muſt declare unto you, 
that I cannot yeild to the change of the 
Government by Biſhops : not only as I 


fully concur with the moſt general Opini- 
- on of Chriſtians in all Ages, as being the Þ 


beſt, but likewiſeI hold my ſelf particular- 


ly bound by the Oath Itook at my Coro- 
xatiox, not to alter the Government of this | 


Charch trom what I found it, And as for 


theChurche's Patrimony 1 cannot ſuffer any | 


Diminution or Alenation of it, it being 
with- 


| 


Firſt concerning Religion, 


without peradventure Sacriledg, and like- 
wiſc contary to my Coronation-Oath. 


For the ſecoxa, as the King's Duty is to 
protect the Church, ſo it is the Churche's 
to aſſiſt the King in the maintenance of his 
juſt Authority ; Wherefore my Pre- 
deceflors have been always careful (and 
eſpecially ſince the Reformation) to keep 
the dependency of the Clergy intirely upon 
the Crown ; without which it will ſcarcely fit 
faſt upon the King's head ; therefore you 


muſt do nothing to change or leſſen this. 


neceſſary dependency. 


Of Bhops fitting in Parlia- 
ment. 


TF upon ſerious debate you ſhall ſhew, 
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His Maje- 


fty «Speech 


that Biſhops have ſome temporil Au- 7 49h 


thority, nor ſo neceſſary for the Govern- 
ment of the Church, and upholding Epiſ- 
copal Furiſdiction, I ſhall not be unwilling 
to defire them to lay it down, But this 
muſt not be underftood, that I ſhall any 
way conſent that their Voices in Parlia- 
ment ſhould be taken away : for in all the 

times 
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Of Bilhops litting 


times of my Predeceſſors fince the Con- 
queſt, and before, they have enjoy'd it: I 
am bound to maintain themin it, as one 
of the Fundamental Conſtiturions of this 
Kingdqm. 


But the Truth is, ſome Men, and thoſe 
not many, deſparing in fair and Parlia- 
mentary ways, by. free deliberations and 
votes, to gain the concurrence of the ma- 
jor part of Lords and Commons, betook 
themſelves (by the deſperate activity of 
factious Tumults) to ſift and terrify a- 
way all thoſe members, whom they ſaw to 
be of contrary minds to their purpoſes. 


How oft was the buſineſs of the Biſhops 
enjoying their ancient Places, | and un- 
doubted Priviiedges in the Houſe of Peers, 
carried for them by far the major part of 
Lords? Yet aiter five repulſes, contrary 
ro allgorder and cuſtome, it was by tw- 
multuary inſtigations obtruded again, 
and by a few carried, when moſt of the 
Peers were forced to abſent themſelves. 


That I conſented tothe Bill of putting 
the Biſhops out of the Houſe of Peers, was 
done with a firm perſwaſton of their con- 

tentedneſs 


in Pazliament, 75 


tentedneſs to ſuffer a preſent diminutzon 

in their Rights and Honour for my ſake 

and the Common-Weal's, which I was 

confident they would readily yeild unto, 

rather than occaſion ( by the leaſt obſtruc- 

tion on their part) any dangers to me, 

or to my Kingdom. That I cannot add . 
my confent for the total cxtirpation of 
that Government ( which 1 have often 

offer'd to all fit regulations) hath ſo much 

further Tye upon my Conſcicnce, as what 

I think Religions and Apoſtolical, and fo 

very ſacred and Divine, is not to be diſ- 

penſed with or deſtroyed, when what is 

only of civil favour, and priviledg of ho- 

nor granted to men of that Order may 

with their conſent, who are concern'd in 

it, be anulled, | 


NoMen were more willing to complain, s xV.y. ; 
than Iwas toredreſs what I ſaw in Rea- "7 
ſon was either done oradviſed amiſs ; and 
this I thought I had done, even beyond 
the expectation of moderate Men ; who 
were ſorry to ſce me prone even to in- 
jure my ſelf out of a zeal to relieve my 
Subjects, 


But 
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But other Mens inſatiable defire of re- 
venge upon me, my Court,and my Glergy, 
hath wholly beguiled both Church and 
State of the benefit of all my, either Re- 
trations, or Conceſhons, 


For, although I can be content to e- 
clipſe my own Beams, to ſatisfie their 
Fears, who think they muſt needs be ſcor- 
ched or blinded,if I ſhould ſhine in the full 
luſtre of Kingly Power, wherewith God 
and the "in, 4th inveſted me ; yet I will 
never conſent to put out the Sun of Sove- 
raignty to all Poſterity, and ſuceeding 
Kings: whoſe juſt recovery of their Rights 
from unjuſt Uſurpations and Extortions 
ſhall never be prejudiced or obſtructed by 
any Act of mine, which indeed would not 
be more injurious to ſucceding Kings,than 
to my Subje&ts : whom Idelire to leave in 
a condition not wholly deſperate for the 
tuture ; ſo asby a Law to be ever ſubje- 
&ed to thoſe many Factious diſtractions, 
which muſt needs followthe many-headed 
Hydra of Government. 


For I can be content to recede much from 
my own Intereſts, and Perſonal Rights, of 


which I conceive my ſelt to be Maſter; but 
In 


mw 1m mn nm. a. am. c. 4. 


in Pazliament. 


in what concerns Truth, Fuitice,the Rights 
of the Ghurch, and my Crown, together 
with the general good of my Kingdomes 
(all which I am bound to preſerve as much 
as morally lies in me) here I am and ever 
ſhall be fixt and reſolute ; nor ſhall any 
Man gain my conſent to that, wherein 
my Heart gives my Tongue or Hand the 
Lye; nor will I be brought to affirm that 
to Men, which in my Conſcience Ideny- 
ed before God, I will rather chuſe to wear 
a Crown of Thorns with my Saviour,than 
to exchange that of Gold (which is due to 
me) for one of Lead, whoſe cmbaſed 
Flexibleneſs ſhall be forced to bend and 
comply to the various, and oft contrary 
dictates of any Factions ; when inftead 
of Reaſon, and publick concernments, 
they obtrude nothing but what makes for 
the Intereſt of Parties, and flows from 
_ partialities of private Wills and Paſ- 
| ſions, 


of 
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Of the Honors of the Clergy. 


OR thofe ſecular additaments and 

Ornaments of Authority, Civil Ho- 
or, and Eſtate, which my Predeceſſors, 
and ' Chriſtian Princes, in all Countries 
have anexed to Biſhops and Churchmen ; 
I look upon them: bur as juſt rewards of 
their Learning and Piety, who are fit to 
be in any degree of Church-Government ; 
alſo enablements to works of Charity and 
Hoſpitality ; meet ſtrengthnings of their 
Authority im point of reſpe&t and obſer. 
vance ; which in peaceful times is hardly 


paid to any Governours by the.meaſute of 


their virtues fo much, as by that of their 
Eſtates: Poverty and meanneſs expoling 
them and their Authority rothe contempt 
of licentionus minds and manners, which 
perſecuting Times much reſtrained, 


I would have ſach men Biſhops as are 
moſt worthy ot thoſe incouragements, and 
beſt able ro uſe them : it at any time my 
judgment of men fail'd, my good intent'. 
on made my Error yenial : And ſome B-- 


ſhops 


Of the Honozs of the Clergy. 


ſbops T am ſure I had, whoſe Learning,Gra- 
vity, and Piety, no men of any worth or 
forehead can deny : But, of all men, I 
would have Church-men, eſpecially the 
Governours, to be redeemed from that vaul- 
ear neglet; which (beſides an innate 
principle of vicious oppoſition, which is in 
all Men againſt thoſe that ſeem to reprove 
or reſtrain them) will neccflarily follow 
both the Presbyterian parity, which makes 
all Miniſters equal ,; and the /ndependent 
inferioricy, which ſets their Paſtors below 
the People. | 
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But the folly of theſe Men will at laſt z. 14: 


puniſh it ſelf, and the Deſertors of Epiſ- 
copacy will appear the greateſt Enemies to 
and betrayers of their own Intereſt : for 
Presbytery is never ſo conliderable, or e- 
ﬀfectual,as when it is joyned to, and crown- 
ed with Epiſcopacy. All Miniſters will 


| find a difference in point of thriving, be- 


tween the favour of the People, and the 
Princes, as Plants do between being wa- 
tered by hand, or by the ſweet and libc- 
ral dews of Heaven. 


The tenuity and contempt of Clergy 
men will ſoon let them {ce, what a poor 


Carcalc 


- $0 Of the Honozs of the Clergy, 


Carcaſe they are; when parted from the 
influence of that Head, to whoſe Supre- 
macy they have been ſworn, 


I am ſo much a friend to all Church- 
men, that haveany thing in them beſeem- 
ing that ſacred Function, that I have 
hazarded my own Intereſt, chiefly upon 
Conſcience, and Conſtancy to maintain 
their Rights; whom, the more I looked up- 
on as Orphans , and under the Sacri- 
legious Eyes of many cruel and rapaci- 
ous Reformers ; ſo I thought it my Du- 
ty the more to appear as a Father, and 
a Patron for them and the Church, Al- 
though I am very unhandſomely requi- 
ted by ſome of them ; who may live to 
repent no leſs for my Sufferings, than 
their own ungrateful errors, and thar 
injurious contempt and meanneſs, which 
they have brought upon their Calling and 


Perſons, 


His 


His Majeſties Proteſtation 
againſt Popery. 


Hou, O Lord, ſeeſt how much 1 
have ſuffered with, and for thy 
Ghur < . 


O my God, how long ſhall the Sons of _ 
Men turn my Glory into Shame ? how 
long ſhall they love vanity , and ſeek 
after lies * | : 


bas 3 Þ v — . 


þ Thou, haſt heard the reproaches of 
o | wicked men on every fide, Hold not thy 
n | peace leſt my Enemies prevail againft 
it | me, and lay mine Honor inthe Duſt, 


4 Thou O Lozd, ſhale deſtroy them 
that ſpeak lies 3 the Loyd will abhorr 
both the blood-thirſty , and deceittul 
Men, 


Make my Righteouſneſs to appear 

;s Þþ as the light, and mine innocency to ſhine 
forth as the Sun at noon-day, 
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82 PÞis Majeſties P2ofeſtation 
$XIl.2.88 And deal with mee, nor according to 
Mans unjuſt reproaches, but according to 

the Innocency of my hands: in thy ſight, 


ew His £Majeſues Speech and 

#244" Proteſtation,before his 1 e- 
cerving the holy Eucharis 
at (, hrit-Church in Ox- 
ford. 1643. 


Is Majeſty being to receive the Sacra- 
ment from the hands of the Lord 
Arch-Biſbep of Armagh, uſed theſe publick 
Expreſſions immediately before his receiv- 
ing the blc{ſed Elements. He roſe up from 
his knees, and beckning to the Arch- Biſhop 
for a ſhort torbearance, made this Prote- 


ſtation, 


My Lord, Icfþy here many reſolved Pro- 
teftants, who may declare to the World the 


Reſolution | do now make. I have to the ut-f 
moſt of my power prepared my Soul to become ff 
a worthy Keceiver: And may I ſo receive com : 
{ors ty the bliſſed Sacrament, asT aoin-f 
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againſt Popery: 
tend the eſtabliſhment of the true Reformed 
Proteſtant Religion, as it ſtood in its beauty 
inthe happy dayes of Ducen Elizabeth,with- 
out any conmvance at Popery. 1 bleſs God 
that in the midſt of theſe publick ai#trattions, 
I have Fill liberty to communicate : And may 
this Sacrament be my Damnation, if n J, 
heart do not joyn with my lips in this Prote- 


ſtation. 


His £Majeſty did not canſe 
the late I ar, 


\ / Hoſe innocent blood duting my $1X-p.43, 


Reign have I ſhed, to ſatisfy 
my Luſt, Anger, or Covetouſneſs * Whar 
Widows or Orphans tears can witneſs a- 
oainſt me, the juſt cry of which muſt now 
be avenged with my own blood £ For the 
hazards of War are equal, nor doth the 


| Canon know any reſpect of Perſon. 


XI 
If I have deſired, or delighted in the by 
 woful day of my Kingdoms Calamities ; 
' if I have not carneſtly ſtudied, and faith- 
Þ fully cndeavourcd the preventing and 
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13iS$ Majeſty did nof 


compoſing of theſe bloody DiſtraQions ; 
Then let thy hand be againſt mee and my 


Fathers houſe. O Lord, thou ſceſt I have 


Enemies enough of Men ; as I need not,ſfo 
I ſhould not dare thus to imprecate thy 
curſe on mee and mine,if my Conſcrence did 
not wicneſs my integrity; which thou, O 
Lord, knoweſt right well, 


For thou knoweſt, I had no paſlion, de- } 


fign or preparation to embroyl my King- 
doms in a Civil War; whereto I had 
leaſt temptation; as knowing I muſt ad- 


venture more than any,and could gain leaſt | 


of apy by it. 


Thou, O Lord, art my witneſs how oft 
I have deplored, and ſtudied to divert the 
neceſſity thereof, wherein I cannot well 
be thought ſo prodigally thirſty of my ſub- 
jects blood, as fo venture my own life, 
which I have been oft compelled to do in 


_ this unhappy War, and which were bet- 
tcr ſpent to ſave, then to deſtroy my Peo- 


ple, 


O Lord, Ineed much of thy Grace, | 
with Patience to bear the many afflictions 
thou haſt ſuffered ſome men to bring upon | 

; me :} 


* 3 
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cauſe the late War, 


me: but much more to bear the unjuſt 
reproaches of thoſe, who not contenr 
that I ſuffer moſt by che War, will 
needs perſwade the World, that 1 have 
raiſed firſt, or giyen juſt cauſe to raiſe 
It, | 


The confidence of ſome mens falſe 
Tongues is ſuch, that they would make 
me almoſt ſuſpet my own innocency : 
Yea, Icould be content {at lea!t by my 
filence ) to take upon me lo great a guilt 
before men, if by that I might allay che 
malice of my Enemies, and redeem my 
People from this miſerable War ; ſince 
thou, O Lora, knoweſt my Inccency in 
this thing. | 


For mine Homor, | am well aſſured, 
that as mine Innocency is clear before 
God, in point of any calumnies they ob- 
jet; ſo my Reputation ſhall, like 
the Sun, -( after Owls and Bats have had 
their freedom in the night and darker 
times ) riſe and recover itſelf ro ſuch a 
degree of ſplendor, as thoſe feral Birds 


| ſhall be grieved to behold, and unable to 
| bear. For never were any Princes more 


glorious than thoſe whom God hath ſuffer- 
G& 2 cd 
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His Majeſty did not 


ed to be tried in the fornace of Aﬀictions 
by their injurious Subjects, 


Thou haſt pleaded my Cauſe, even be- 
fore the Sons of men, and taken the Mat- 
ter into thine own hands: that men 
may know it was thy Work, and ſee that 
thou Lord haſt done it. 


Thou knoweſt the chief deſign of this 
War is, either to deſtroy my Perſon, or 
force my Judement, and to make me re- 
negue my Conſcience and thy Truth. 


If nothing but my Blood will ſatisfie my 
Enemies, or quench the flames of my 
Kingdoms, or thy Temporal Juſtice; I am 
content, if it be thy will, that it be ſhed 
by mine own S#bjeiFs hands. 


That I muſt dycasa Man, is certain; 
that I may dyea Kirg, by the hands of 
my own Subjects, a violent, ſudden, and 
barbarous death, in the ſtrength of my 
years, in the midſt of my Kingdom ; my 
Friends and loving Subjects being helpleſs 
SpeQators: My Enemzes infolcnt revilers 
and Triumphers over mee, living, dying, 
and dead, is {o probable in humane rea- 

ſon 
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cauſe the late War, $7 


ſon, that God hath raught me not to hope 
otherwiſe, as to Mans cruelty ; however I 
deſpair not of Gods infinite mercy. 


And muſt I be oppoſed with Fozce, be- 
cauſe they have not Reaſoz where with to 
convince me? O my Sou/! beot good 
courage, they confeſs their known weak- 
neſs,” as to Truth and Juſtice, who choſe 
rather to contend by Armies than by 4y- 
gAments, 


g [N.» 47. 


Is this the reward and thanks,that I am 


to receive for thoſe many 47s of Grace, 1 


AR. 5 = 


have lately paſſed, and for thoſe many 
Indignities I have endured 2 Is there po 
way left to make me 4 glorious King, but by 


my $& ufferings ? 


It is, indeed a ſad fate for any man to 5s<xvitr. 
have his Ex:mies to be Aceuſers, Parties i-*3": 
and Fudzes; but moſt deſperace, when 
thisis acted by the infolence of Sybjeds 
againſt their Soveraign ; wherein thoſe, 


' whohave had the chiefeft hand, and are 


moſt guilty of contriving the publick 


Troubles, muſt by ſhedding my blood, focm 


to wath their own hands of that innocent 
blood, whereot they are now moſt eviient- 
G 4 ly 
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His Majeſty did not 


ly guilty before God and Mar; and I 
believe in their own Corſctences too, while - 
they carried on unreaſonable Demands, 
firſt by Tummlts, after by Arms. 


Nothing makes mean Spirits more C0- 
wardly cruel in managing their uſurped 
power againſt their lawful Superiors, than 
this, the Guilt of their unjuſt Uſurpation ; 


notwithſtanding thoſe ſpecious and popu- 


lar pretenſions of juſtice againſt Delin- 


quents, applyed only to diſguiſe at firſt 
the monſtrouſneſs of their | tl who 
deſpaired, indeed, of poſſeſſing the power 
and profits of the Vizeyard, till the Heir, 
whoſe Right it is, be caſt out and ſlain, 


Well, God's will be done, I doubt not 
but my Innocency will find him both my 
Prote&or, and my Advocate, who is my 
only Judg,whom I own as —_ Kings; 
not only tor the eminency of his Power 
and Majeſty above them ; but alſo for that 
ſingular care and protection which he hath 
over them : who knows them to be expo- 
ſed to as many dangers (being the greateſt 
Patrons of Law, Juſtice, Order, and Re- 
ligion on Earth) as there be either Men or 
Devils, which love Confuſion. | 

Nor F 
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cauſe the late War, 89 


Nor will he ſuffer thoſe Men long to 
proſper in their Babel, who build it with the 


Bones, and cement it with the Blood of 
their Kings, 


My greateſt conqueſt of Death is from 7. :33. 
the power and love of Chriſt, who hath 
ſwallowed up Death in the victory of his 
LET and the glory'of his Aſcen- 
10n, | 


Hz XS I 305. _AE_.MS. es 


Hi Majeſty's Charity in 
Ri ha Enemies. 
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Y next comfort is, that he gives me 

not only the Honor to imitate his 
example #7 ſuffering for Righteouſneſs ſake 
(though obſcured by the fouleſt charges ot 
Tyranny and Injuſtice) bur alſo zhar Cha- 
rity,which is the nobleſt revenge upon,and 
victory over my deſtroyers : By which, I 
thank God, I can both forgive them, and 
pray for them, that God would not imputc 
»7y Blood tothem, further then to convince 
them,what need they have ofChri/t 5 blood to 


waſh their Souls from the guilt of thedding 
or | mnme. l 
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Iſo, 


His Majelſties Charity, 
I bleſs God, I pray not ſo much, that 
this bitter cup of a violent Death may paſs 


from me, as that of his Wrath may paſs 


from all thoſe, whoſe hands by deſcrting 
me, are ſprinkled,or by acting and conſen- 
ting to my Death, are embrued with my 


| Blood, 


The will of God hath confined,and con- 
cluded mine ; 1 ſhall have the pleaſure of 
dying, without any pleaſure of defired ven- 
geance, 2 _—_— 


And indeed, I deſire always more to 
remember I am a Chri/t:az,than a King: for 
what the Mijeſty of one might juſtly abhoy, 
the charity of the other is willing to bear : 
what the height of a Kz/-z tempteth to re- 
wvenge,the humility ot a Chriſt iax teacheth to 


forgrve. 


I thank God, I never found but my pity 
was above my anger; nor have my Paſſrons 
ever {o prevailed againſt me, as to exclude 
my moſt compaſſionate Prayers for them, 
whom devout errors, more then their own 
malice, have betrayed to a molt religions 


Rebellion, 
Hts 


Hs A as 


9T 


His Majefties Prayer for his 
Enemes. 


y hey - my deſtroyers forget their duty $xXVIII, 
to thee and zee, yet do not thou, Q ”* *t* 
Lord, forget to be merciful to them, 


Thou madeſt thy Son a Saviour to many 
that crucifted him, while at once he ſuffer- 
ed violently by them, and yet willingly 
for them. 


O let the voice of his Blood be heard for 
my Murtherers, lowder than the cry of 
mine againſt them, 


O Lord, thou knoweſt I have found their þ. +42: 
mercies to mee, as very falſe, ſo very cru- 
cl; whopretending to preſerve me, have 
meditated nothing but by ruine. 


O deal not with them as blood-thirſty 
and deceitful Men; but overcome their 
cruelty with thy Compaſſion and my Cha- 


rity, 


M 


And 
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His Majeſties Pzayer, 
| And when thou makeſt inquiſition for 
my Blood, O ſprinkle their polluted, yer 
penitent Souls with the Blood of thy Son, 
that thy deſtroying Angel may paſs over 
them, | 
O remember thy great mercies toward 
them, and forgive them, O my Father , for 
they know not what they do. | 


Though they think my Kzzgdoms on 
Earth too little, to entertain at once both 
them and me, yet let the capacious Kng- 
dom of thy infinite mercy at laſt receive 
both wee and my Enemies, 


When being reconciled to thee in the 
blood of the ſame Redeemer, we ſhall live 
far above theſe ambitious defires, which be- 
get ſuch mortal enmities. 


Hear my Praycr,O Lord,who haſt taught 
us to pray for, todo good to, and to love 
our Enemies, for thy ſake , who haſt pre- 
vented us with overtures of thy love, even 
when we were thine Enemies, and haſt ſent 
thy Son Feſws Chriſt to dye forus, when 
we were diſpoſed to crucifie him, 

And now,O Lord,as thou haſt given me 
an heart to pray unto thee,ſo hear and ac- 


cept this /ow which I make betore thee. 
His 


_ 


His M ajefties Vow. 


F thou wilt in mercy remember me, and 
my Kingdoms, in continuing the light 
of thy Goſpel, and ſettling thy true Rel:- 
2108 among us. 
. In reſtoring to us the benefit of the 
Laws, and the due execution of Fu{tice. 
In ſuppreſſing the many Schiſms in 
Church, and Fadtions in State. 
If thou wilt reſtore mee and mine to the 


Ancient Rights and Glory of my Preade- 


ceſſors, 

If thou wilt turn theHearts of myPeople 
tothy ſelf in Pety,to me in Loyalty, and to 
one another in Charity, 

If thou wilt quench the flames; and 
withdraw the fewel of the Civil Wars. 

If thou wilt bleſs us with the Freedom 
of publick Councils, and deliver the honor 
of Parliaments from the inſolency of the 
vulgar, 

If thou wilt keep me from the great 
Offence, of enaQting any thing againſt my 
Conſcience ; and eſpecially from conſenting to 


ſacrilegions rapines,and ſpoilings of thyChureh: 
| If 
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Dis Majeſties Uow, 


If thou wilt reſtore metoa capacit” to 
glorify thee in doing good,both to Church 
and S7ate, | 

Then ſhall my Soul praiſe thee, and 
magnify thy name before my People, 

Then ſhall thy G/ory be dearer to me 
then my Crowns ; and the advancement of 
rue Religion both in purity and power, be 
my chieteſt care. Phe 

Then will I rule my People with Juſticey 
and my Kingdoms with Equity. 

To thy more immediate hand ſhall I e- 
ver own, as the rightful ſucceſſion, ſo the 
merciful reſtaurations of my Kingdoms, 
and the glory of them. 

If thou wilt bring me again in Peace 
ſafety and honor, to my chieteſt City,and 
my Parliament. 

If thou wilt again put the Sword of Ju- 
ſtice into my hand, to puniſh and prote@. 

Then will I make all the World to ſee, 
and my very Enemies to enjoy the benefit 
of this Yow and Reſolution of Chri/tian 


Charity, which I now make unto thee, O 


Lord. 

As I do freely pardon for Chrift ſake 
thoſe that have offended me in any kind ; 
ſo my hand ſhall never be againſt any Man, 
to revenge ' what is paſt, in regard of 

any 


P? 
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His Majeſties Uow, 


any particular injury done to me, 

We have been mutually puniſh'd in our 
unnatural Divifions , for thy ſake, O Lord, 
and for the love of my Redeemer, have 1 
purpoſed this in my heart, That I will 
uſe all means in the ways of Amneſty and 
Indempnity, which may moſt fully remove 
all fears, and bury all jealoufies in forget- 
fulneſs. 

Let thy Mercies be toward mee and 
mine as my Reſolutions of Truth and 
Peace are toward my People, 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, which goeth 
not out of fcigned lips. 

Bleſſed be God, who hath not turned a- 
way my prayernor taketh his Mercy from 
mee. 

O my Soul,commit thy way to the Lord, 
truſt in him,and he ſhall bring it to paſs, 

But if thou wilt not reſtore mee and 
mine, what am I, that I ſhould charge 
thee fooliſhly * 


Thoug O Lord, haſt given, and thon 


haſt taken, Bleſſed be thy name. 
May my People and thy Church, be hap- 
py, it notby mee, yet without mee, 
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Bleſſed - 
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” Murtherers, Let his memory, O Lord, be 
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Bleſſed Lord, in whoſe fight the death of thy 
Saints u precious s Wee magnifie thy Name: 
for that abundant grace beſtowed on our 
late Martyred Sovereign ; by which he was 
enabled ſo chearfully to follow the Steps of his 
Bleſſed Muſter and Saviour, in a conſtant 
meek Suffering of all barbarous indignitier, 
and at laſt reſiſting unto blood; and even then, 
according to the ſame pattern, praying for his 


be ever bleſſed among us, that we may follow 
the example of his Patience and Charity : 
And grant, that this our Land maybe freed 

rom the vengeance of his blood,and thy mercy 
glorified in the forgiveneſs of our fans - and all 
for Feſus Chriſt his ſake, Amen, 
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þ theſe excellent Diſcourſes of that 


Royal Martyr (our late dear and dread 
Sovereign) ſhall be render'd ineffe- 
cual by che Prejudice or Intereſt of my Rea- 
der ; that I may then, if poſſible, reduce 
him to a more ſober apprehenſion of 
Things, I ſhall deſire him very ſeriouſly 
to conſider thoſe heavy Curſes, which the 
Donors of Church-Lands did uſually de- 
nounce againſt Sacrileds and Rapire, 
Which (as the Learned Dr. Baſne in- 
forms me) was in this manner. 
Saeriled, 
The Founder or Donor lays upon the Altar Araignd 
the Schedule, which contains an Inventory ff 


of all his Gifts,or holds it over it in his hand, 
H ſaying 
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Lhe Cloſe. 


ſaying to the Prieſts and Guardians of that 
Place, 1 do offer unto God, and dedicate all 
thoſe Things that are contained in this Paper, 
(atter the Repetition of his particular In- 
tentions, ſome of them it may be ſuperſtiti- 
ous, and ſome others.right enough, then 
he ſums up all in theſe general Terms.) 


He offers nt ; F or. whatſoever ſhall be 
pleaſing unto God, towards the maintmance 
of his Divine Service, for the ſuſtentation 
of the Clergy, and all other Things that may 
be homourable to God, aid profitable to holy 
Church, e, | 


Then he ſeals up his Donation with ma- 
ny an kcavy Curſe, againſt all thofe that 
ſhall go about to alter or alienate what he 
hath there Dedicated, 


The forms indeed of theſe Curſes were 
; __ & _ * 
various ;, ez of which (whereby the reſt 
may eafily be conje&tur'd) I ſhall tran- 
ſcribe ; as 1 find it in Sir Henry Spelman's 
Comncits, Tow, 1. *Tis an Iuſlrument of 
K:1g Eiholbert in cor iirmation of certain 
Lands given to the Church of Pancrage, 
which he cloſeth with theſe words. 
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I require and command, it the name of A\djuro % 
Almighty Goa, the juſt Fuds of all things ; Wome 


that the aforeſaid Lands be unalterably con- i | 
firm'd by theſe preſents ; and that it ſhall xot go; 


#18 — a ? 
be lawju! either for me, or any of my Succeſ. I ©! 
$ ONNILU! 
ſors , nor for any other Perſon, of whatever oc... -k 
Stat _ Dignity, fraudulently to actraitor -_ / SN 
diminiſh from the ſame, T4 
ſ-ripta 
. Donatione 
Awud if” any Perſon ſhall endeavour to fru- feyires.. 
ſtrate this preſent Grant, may he be ſepera- valiter fir 
. cConhma- 
zed from the Holy Communion of the Body and :,_ i;, 
Blood of' Chriſt in this World, and in the nec wibi, 
World to come from the Society of all the giceefn,,. 
Saints, rum mco- 
rum Rc- 
g1:M, ant 
Principum, fivi cujuflibet conditionis dignitatibus & Eccleſialticis ora 
dibus, deea aliquid fraudare liceat. by 
Si quis vero de hac Donatione noſtra aliquid minuerc aut irritum f1. * 
cere tempraverit, itt in preſen-i ſeperatus a ſana commuynione Coryo- 
ris & Sanguintis Chriſti; 8 in die judiciiza conſortioSanctorum omni 
f-gregatus, Spelms, Con. Tom. 1. þ+ 118, 


If this ſhall be rezeed as Pop;ſh and Sy- 
perſtitious, (though I ſee little reaſon tor 
che Charge) I ſhall then remind my Rea- 
der of another Form, which 1 am ſure is 
truely Proteſtant, 
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The Cloſe. 


Let thoſe ſacred morſels, which ſome Men 


have already by wiolence devour d, never 
digeſt with them nor theirs ; Let them be as 
Naboths Vineyard to Ahab ; Gall in their 
Mouths, ..rottenneſs to their names, a moth 
tatheir Families, and a ſling to their Conſit- 
ences. | | 


Thus that Glorious Martyr Kzzg 
Charles the Firſt; whoſe juſt and Royal 
Sencence againſt Sacrilede and Oppreſſion,l 
ſhall very ſuitably enforce in the tollowing 
words of Bp. Sanderſon. 


© Parents we think have reaſon to be 
careful (and fo they have)tor their C/1/- 
*drex; and todefire and labour, as much 
© as in themlyerh, their well-doing. Here 
© isa fair courſe then for you that are Pa- 
Creats, and have Children to care for. Do 
© you that which is good and honeſt and 
© right; and they are like to fare the better 


< for it. 


£ Wouldeft thou then Brother, leave thy 
© Lands and thy Eſtate to thy Child, entire 
* and free from zncombrances ? It is an ho- 
tneſt care: but here is the way, Abitineas 
© rottur 


\ vm 


les. RY wo HY mY TW EE Wo” 


FIR 


The Cloſe. IoT 


© oitur damnandis ; leave them free from 
© the guilt of thy S/zs ; which are able to 
© camber them beyond any Statute or Moyt- 
* ozge, 1t not the bond of God's Law, if 
© not the care of thine own Soul, if not the 
© fear of Hell, if not the inward 


© checks of thine own Conſcience : 14 ivid. 


© At peccaturo obſtet tibi filines iufans ; at the 
<lea(t letthe good of thy poor ſweet infants 
«© reſtrain thee trom doing that iz, which 
© might pull down from Heaven a Plague 
© upon them and theirs, 

< Go too then, do not applaud thy ſelf 
© in thy witty villanies, when thou haſt 
© circumvented and proſpered ; when Ahab- 
<like thou haſt kzU/ed and taken Poſſeſſion ; 
© when thou haſt /arded thy leaner Reve- 
© ues with fat Collops, ſacrilegiouſly cut 
© out of the {ides or flanks of the Church ; 
< and haſt zay/ed all theſe with all the ap- 
© purtenances, by fines, and vouchers, and 
© entails, as firm as Law can make them, 
* to thy Chil/d,and his Ch:/d, and his Childs 
© Child for ever. 


« Aﬀter all this ſtir,caſt up thy Bi/ls,and 
© ſee what a goodly bargain thou haſt made. 
£ Thou haſt damned thy ſelf, to undo thy 

* Child, 


 Jo2l 


The Cloſe. 
©Ghild, Thou haſt brought a Carſe upon 


« thine own Sou, to purchaſe thar for thy 
« Child, which (hall bring a curſe boih up- 


< on it and him. 


© When thy Indentures were wivn, 
* and thy learned Council teed to peruſe the 
© Inſtrument, and with exact ſeverity ro 
© ponder every Clarſe and Syllable therein; 
© could none of you ſpie a f/aw in that 
© clauſe (with all and ſingular the appurte- 
© zances) neither obſerve, that thereby 
© thou dideſt ſettle upon thy Poſterity, to- 
* gether with thy E/fate, the wrath, and 
© vengeance, and curſe of God, which is 
< one of thole appurtenances * Haddeſt 
© thou not a farthful Connſeller within thine 
< own breait, it' thou wouldeſt but have 
© confer'd and adviſed with him plainly 
*and undiflemblingly, thar could have 
© told thee, thou hadit by thy oppreſſion 
© and injuſtice, zpſo facto, cut off the Intail 
* from thy Iſſue, cven long before thou 
<had{t madc it? But it thou wouldeſt 
<leavethy Poſterity a firm and ſecure, and 
< durable Eſtate, do this rather : Purchaſe 
< for them by thy charitable works, the 
© prayers and bleſſings of the Poor ; ſettle 


upon 
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Lhe Cloſe, 


* upon thern the fruits of a religious, ſober, 
©and honeſt Edwcation; bequeath them 
© the Legacy of thy good Example, in all 
f vertuous and godly living: and that 


< Portion thou leaveſt them beſides, of 


* earthly Things, bc it much or little, be 
*ſure it be well gotten; otherwiſe never 
©look it ſhould proſper with them. 4 
« little Leaven leaveneth the whole Lump, 
©and ſowereth ir: and a little z{{ gotten, 


like a Gazgreen, ſpreadeth through the 


© whole Eſtate ; and worſe than 4qua fortzs, 
© or the poyſoned Shirt that Deianira gave 
© Hercnles,cleaveth unto it, and feedeth up- 


< on it, and by little and little gnaweth,and- 


© fretteth, and conſumeth it to nothing, 
* And ſurely God's Fuftice hath wonder- 
< fully manifeſted it ſelf unto the World 
<cin this kind, - fometimes even to the 
© publick aſtoniſhment and admiration 
©of all Men: that Men of ancient F4- 
© milies, and great EFates, well lett by 
< their Anceſtors, and tree from Debrs, 
e Legacies, or other Incombrances; not 
© notedly guilty of any expencetul Sz or 
<Yanity ; bur wary and husbandly, and 
*caretul to thrive in the World ; not kepr 


© under with any great burdea of necdy 
© Friends,or charge of Ch:laren , not much 


© hincdred 


Io3 


104. The Cloſe. 
© hindred by any extraordinary /oſſes, or | 
© Caſualties of Fire, Theeves, Suretiſhip, 
© or Suits: that ſuch Men, 1 ſay, ſhould 
« yet ſink and decay, and run behind-hand | 
© inthe World, and their Efares crumble | 
*and monlder away, and come to nothing, 
*and no Man knoweth how. 
© No queſtion but they have fizs enough 
*of their own, to deſerve all this, and ten 
© times more then all this, but yet withal, 
- © who knoweth but char it might, nay who 
© knoweth not that ſometime it doth (ſo 
< legible now and then are Gods judgements) 
* come upon them for the Greedineſs and A- 
© warice, and Oppreſſion, and Sacriledg,and 
© Injuſtice of their not long foregoing 4n- 
6 ceftors 7 
\ Thus that moſt judicious Prelate, whoſe 
by excellent cnlargement I thall confirm with 
b this ſaying of Mr. Hooker. o 
= The time, it may be will come, when they 
oy — that either violently have ſpoiled, or thus 
be as o ſmoothly acfrauded God, ſhall find they at 
| but deceive themſelves. 
'Y Proyerbs.s An inheritance may be gotten haſtily at the 
h1 20. v.21 beginning: but the cad thereof ſhall not be 
ba bleſſed. | 
+ [t is a ſnare tothe Manwho devoureth that 
which i holy, and after vows ta make enquirys 
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